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Rail offers high quality congestion free transport. This report gives some indicative costs of recent 

rail infrastructure projects to help comparison with other infrastructure schemes, and to help 

identify what would be appropriate to fund, or help fund, from City Deal investment.  

The projects referenced are: 

• Metro West – the 2 phase £100m investment by the Bristol City Deal 

• Wisbech reopening study 

• Borders railway 

• Station car parking 

• Footbridges for Step free Access 

 
 

 

Note that costs for individual projects can vary widely due to local conditions such as the cost of 

land, the existing railway infrastructure, and the amount of contingency added (which can be tens of 

percent). The costs in this document therefore only give an approximate guide. 

  

Guide to Railway Infrastructure Costs 

• Costs are summarised in red highlighted boxes throughout the report 
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MetroWest – Bristol 

 “The first phase of this project will involve, among others, the introduction of half-hourly train 

services on all routes within the main Bristol commuting area. A rail station will built at Portishead 

and Pill and the rail link between Portishead and Bristol city centre will be restored. In addition, the 

programme includes enhancements to Bathampton and Avonmouth, as well as improving services 

between local stations to and from Bath Spa by May 2019.” 
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MetroWest – Phase 1 

 

travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-1 

Phase 1 of MetroWest now has a preliminary business case containing a high level summary of the 

total scheme cost. The railway aspects of this have basic costs for preparation and construction of 

£3.6m + £29.0m = £32.6m, although by the time contingency, inflation, and further fees have been 

added the total cost comes to £55.4m. 

travelwest.info/project/metrowest-phase-1-preliminary-business-case 

travelwest.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/metrowest-phase-1-preliminary-business-case-3-

september-2014.pdf 

 

 

http://travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-1
http://travelwest.info/project/metrowest-phase-1-preliminary-business-case
http://travelwest.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/metrowest-phase-1-preliminary-business-case-3-september-2014.pdf
http://travelwest.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/metrowest-phase-1-preliminary-business-case-3-september-2014.pdf
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The infrastructure which is delivered in phase 1 is described here: 

travelwest.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/metrowest-strategic-overview-november-2015.pdf 

This covers the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

• Bristol local railway network upgrade including reopening a line with 2 stations, further 

infrastructure work to allow increasing train frequencies on a network of 3 radial lines - 

£55m 

 

http://travelwest.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/metrowest-strategic-overview-november-2015.pdf
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MetroWest – Phase 2 
 

travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-2 

This covers the following: 

• Half hourly train services to Yate 

• Hourly services on a reopened Henbury Line with two new stations at North Filton and 

Henbury 

• New station at Ashley Down 

The cost of Phase 2 is estimated to be £42.3 million (Preliminary Business Case and GRIP Stage 2 

Feasibility Study, July 2015). 

 

 

  

http://travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-2
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The GRIP 2 study gives the following cost estimates.  

 

 

travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-2 

travelwest.info/project/mw2-pbc 

travelwest.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/2-appendix-a-grip-2-report.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• 4 double track stations varying from £6m up to £19m 

• Remodelling of a railway junction £7m 

• Siding to allow trains to reverse £3m 

 

http://travelwest.info/projects/metrowest/metrowest-phase-2
http://travelwest.info/project/mw2-pbc
http://travelwest.info/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/2-appendix-a-grip-2-report.pdf
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Wisbech Rail Reopening 
The Wisbech Rail re-opening project covers the line from the existing station at March through to 

Wisbech along a 7 mile line where the track is still in place along the full length of the line although 

unused since 2000. The line would require station work at March to serve the new line, the line itself 

with an optional passing loop to increase capacity, and a station in Wisbech. The final section to the 

city centre is presented as an option to identify the cost of the line crossing the A47 bypass. 

The project has reached GRIP 2 feasibility stage so cost estimates are available: 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20006/travel_roads_and_parking/68/transport_funding_bids_and

_studies/3 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/3886/appendix_b_cost_estimate_detail.pdf 

Page 2: 

 

The scheme’s total cost comprises: 

• A or B or C or D (the station options at March) 

• E (the 7 mile line) 

• J (an optional passing loop) 

• H (extending the line to Wisbech Centre assuming the project is saddled with the cost of an 

A47 bridge to replace the existing level crossing) 

• F or G (station options for Wisbech) 

The lowest cost of this would D + E + G = £37.0m 

The highest cost would be C + E + J + H + F = £68.9m 

The costs indicate the following broad costs for railway infrastructure: 

 

 

 

 

• Reopening a single track railway – open line £4.5m per mile 

• Single platform terminus station £2.5m 

• Double track terminus station £5m 

• Passing loop £4m 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20006/travel_roads_and_parking/68/transport_funding_bids_and_studies/3
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20006/travel_roads_and_parking/68/transport_funding_bids_and_studies/3
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/download/downloads/id/3886/appendix_b_cost_estimate_detail.pdf
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Borders Railway 
 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borders_Railway 

www.bordersrailway.co.uk/ 

The borders railway has recently reopened running from Edinburgh to Tweedbank. The line is 

predominantly single track, but with passing loops including some of substantial length (dynamic 

loops) so trains can pass without stopping. 

The line covers the following: 

 

 

 

 

 

Double Deck Car Park 
 

Station car parks are often full to capacity but capacity can be doubled by adding a second deck. This 

has been done at Manningtree taking the car park capacity from 230 to 450 vehicles at a cost of 

£3m. 

www.ipswichstar.co.uk/news/should_ipswich_s_crown_car_park_be_doubled_in_size_or_quadrupl

ed_1_4326414 

 

 

Accessible Stations 
 

The DfT’s “Access for All” funding targets station infrastructure enhancements for step free access. 

Fully accessible footbridges with ramps or lifts cost in the region of £1m. 

www.gov.uk/government/collections/access-for-all-programme 

www.gov.uk/government/publications/access-for-all-mid-tier-funding 

The full ‘mid-tier’ series of projects from the 2011  programme are shown in the table below. Note 

that the figures in the table are the level of DfT support and are not necessarily the complete cost of 

the project which may receive funding from other sources. 

• Length 31 miles, 9 ½ miles of which is double track arranged as 3 dynamic loops 

• 42 new bridges and 95 refurbished bridges (the line runs over a large number of bridges) 

• 2 refurbished tunnels 

• 7 stations 

• Total cost £350m – approximately £11m per mile for all infrastructure including stations 

• Second deck to increase 230 space car park to 450 spaces for £3m  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Borders_Railway
http://www.bordersrailway.co.uk/
http://www.ipswichstar.co.uk/news/should_ipswich_s_crown_car_park_be_doubled_in_size_or_quadrupled_1_4326414
http://www.ipswichstar.co.uk/news/should_ipswich_s_crown_car_park_be_doubled_in_size_or_quadrupled_1_4326414
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/access-for-all-programme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/access-for-all-mid-tier-funding
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