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RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY

EAST ANGLIAN BRANCH

CIATRIALI:  Steve Wilkinson, 52 ManorParl, Histon, Cambridge,
cpl T (Tel:3981)

VICE CHAIRIAN: Charles Taylor, 15 Gainsborough Road, Felixstowe,
Suffolk, TP11 7HT (Tel:270612)

GECRETARY: Trevor Garrod, 15 Clapham Road, Lowestoft, Suffollk,
iM32 1RO (Tel:81721; or at work, Norwich 628181 ex Ih)

TREASURER: Tan Carter, 1 Oak Green, Halesworth, suffollty, IP19 8EA.
(Tel:32006) ’

HTIUTES SECRETARY: Peter Wakefield, I3 Nigh Street, Oakington,
kginbridge,_ggﬂ_jnG (Tel: Histon 3230)

SALLS OFFICER: Peter Lawrence, 75 Marlpit Lane, Norwich, IR5 Sxm
(Tele 745416)

COMITITEE MEMBERS: Lewis Buckingham, 25 Druwry Road, Colchester,
Iissex, €02 7UY

Geoffrey Roper, 11 Causewayside, Fen Causevay,
Canbridge, CB3 9D (Tel:3230%7)

John Page, 34 Hereward Close, Histon, Cambridge,
cBlt ks (Tel: 3877)

John Brodribb, 12 Kemp's Lane, Beccles, Suffolk,
Im3h 9XA (Tel: 716961)

The Printing & Publications Sub-committee consists of IMessrse Roper
and Drodribb, plus Louis liipperson and Anthony Barfield, with the
Secretary and Chairman ex~-officioe.

Iire Buckinpgham is responsible for the Branch exhibition material and
i5 alvays pleased to recaive offers of photos, maps, documents etce
for inclusion, and sugpgestions of places where it can be displayede.

1're Brodribb is also Branch Photographic Officer, and is pleased to
hear Tron nerbers with suitable photographs that could be usecd to
illustrate Dranch publications.

tr. Hipperson is also Hembership Secretary for the Branch, and lkeeps
up-to-date records of paid-up members, addresses etce Ile lives at
16 ilarch View, Deccles, Suffolk, NR3% 9RT (Tel: 713910)

he RATTMAY DEVELOPUENT SOCIETY is a national, independent, voluntary
body reprcsenting rail users and campaipning for the retention, modern-
~isation and preater use of rail transport for both passengers and
freighte. It has twelve Pranches throughout Great Pritaine

The Bast Anpglian Branch covers all of lMorfolk, Suffollk and Cam-
~bridgeshire, plus North Essex (as far south as Kelvedon and Dishops
gtortford), Horth llertfordshire (as far south as ITitchin) and Fast
Dedfordshire (Arlesey, Biggleswade, Sandy).




TWO NORFOLK ROADS TO RAIL

ECCLES ROAD and ROUGHTON ROAD are two Norfolk stations which have seen
significant rail developments this summer.

Junior Trangsport Minister David Mitchell, MP, visited Eccles Road by
gpecial train on 10 July to open a new L[700,000 rall 1ink connecting the
grain store of Richard Johnstone 1td, to the Breckland Line. Polybulk
wagons can now be seen on this, Fast Anglia's newest rallway, which will
ultimately reduce lorry movements on our roads by 7500 a year,

RDS supported this project, which received a Government grant of
£348,000, and our Branch Chairman Steve Wilkinson was among those Invited
to the opening.

On 20 May, Roughton Road Halt, on the southern outskirts of Cromer,
opened for business. This sturdily built platform with access steps 1s in
an ldyllic setting, surrounded by woods and within easy walkling distance
of attractive residential areas. It was built on the initiative of North
Norfolk District Councll, as a Job creation scheme, and should have heen
completed several months sgo. However, it i3 at last open - nearly ten
years after our Society started campaigning for a halt on this section of
line.

SPECIAL TRAINS AROUND OUR REGION

The 1985 season made a good start on Easter Saturday, when our
corporate member the North East Norfoll Travellers' Assoctation ran the
first of its serles of six special tralns. Locomotive N7 187 hauled 370
passengers from North Walsham and other Norfolk stations to Harrogate and
York - turning some heads on the way as she was freshly painted in BR's new
Inter—City livery.

On 20 April and M May, two more NENTA specials left North Walsham for
the Settle-Carlisle and West Highland Lines respectively, each carrying
500 passengers. Az NENTA says in its new slogan, perhaps improving on BR -
"We're going there",

The East Suffolk Travellers' Assoclation also "went there" on 11 May,
when N80 passengers fllled the first loco-hauled passenger train over the
East Suffolk Line for a year. Nearly a quarter of the passengers were [rom
Lowestoft and Oulton Broad - undeterred by the fact that they would have a
relatively long ride to York via Ipswich, picking up at each East Suffolk
Line station,

On Sunday 30 June, the RDS special "Derbyshire Adventurer" carried 330
people from Colchester, Ipswich and St.Edmunds Line stations to the
Matlock branch. Hauled by Class N7 locomotive "Great Eastern™, with

Stephen Binks's headboard on the front, we had a well turned out set oi’/”"—‘g
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conches In the new Inter-City livery, with publlic address asystem, Thia
factor, coupled with a amooth and largely punctual run, made a good
fmpression on passengers, and the day was marred only by an hour or so of
heavy raln at Matlock. Thanks to all those members who helped by
distributing leaflets and selling tickets; and, on the day, by scting as
atewards on the train — which was a good advert, both for BR and for our
Society.

On 18 June, a different sort of charter traln used the Broads Line. The
»Orient Express" was chartered by the Post Office as part of events to
mark the launch of new "Safety at Sea"™ stamps, and ran from Liverpool
Street to Cromer. A locomotve was provided at elther end - making this the
first loco-hauled passenger trailn into Cromer {(which has no run-round
facilities now) since the 1960s, and possibly setting a useful precedent.

Unfortunately, the RDS/WyDRAC gpecial from Dereham to Llandudno,
planned for 18 May, had to be cancelled, We had 100 firm bookings, but were
unable to rlsk running the train at a substantinl loss. This train was thus
a vietim of the unrealiatically high quotations belng given by BR earlier
in the year - but they have aince then reduced thelir charges, and we are
conlident of being able to run a3 successful excursion from the freight-
only Dereham line on 20 September (see p.).

BR MANAGER ADDRESSES RDS SPRING MEETING

The speaker abt our Spring Meeting tn Ipsuich on B June was to have been
Bit's Assistant General Manager, Eastern Region, John FEllis - but a few
weeks previously he was moved to a new post on the Southern Reglon, and in
his place we were pleased to welcome Theo Steel, London & South East
pPassenger Manager, based at Liverpool Street. He has direct responsibility
for the main llne services in our region, plus Eszex commuter 1ines. \

After discusston of Branch business, the N0 members pregsent. heard a
1ively and very informative talk by Mr Steel on BR's future plans for these
gervices. This sector had a better financial performance than many others
on BR, being a growth area but with less infrastructure to maintaln than
some others, This did, however, caugse operational problems and reduced
flexlbiiity.

Hr Stepl mentioned a number of schemes planned or underway to improve
maln llne stations: work had started on a new car park at Witham, and
authorlty had been glven for an additional 150 parking spaces at
Nanningtree; while Colchester was to recelve new platform indleators, and
£300,000 had been spent on {mprovements to Ipswich station.

He was "quite pleased" with the way that the new electric Limetable had
gettled down between London and Ipswich, and hoped to run zome pealk~hour
electrics through to Stowmarket later in the gummer, once resignalling was
complate. 1t was also hoped to reach Harulich before the target date of Way
1986, if poasible to colncide wlth the introduction of a new farge Dutch
boat on the llook rovte.




On the cross—country routes, Mr Steel described as "success stories®
the _EL'LQ.(L"EE boat traln to Glasgow and the new llarwich-Woverhampton
service. BR was satill endeavouring to improve links between East Aoglia
and the North-West, with a proposed llarwich-Blackpool train in 1986, and
extension of one of the Norwich-Birmingham tralnz to Liverpool.

On the "East Coast" Maln Line, electrificatlion masts had now reached
north of Arlesey, and DR envisaged an hourly electric multiple unit
service In 1987, non-stop from Kings Cross to Stevenage, then all stations
to Peterborough,

On the other maln electriftcation scheme in our region (Bishops
Stortford-Cambridge), work was being done mainly at night; though from
October, an additional ten minlutes would be bullt fnto the timetables of
Cambridge-London traing, while englneering work went on during the day. BR
ultimately envisaged an hourly SS-minute run to Cambridge, locomotive-
hauled, stopping only at Audley End and possibly Whittlesford, with tralns
every two hours continuing through to Kings Lynn.

Looking further ahead, Mr Steel added; "I wake no secret of the fact
that in the longer term — say five years - I'd te looking to get the wires
up north of Cambridge, where there are not many overbridges, and tdeally
right through to Lynu",

For DMU services 1In East Anglla, he hoped that new Melro Cammell or
Sprinter tralns would be avallable in October 1987. He suggesied that
Sprinters, perhaps wlth superlor interlor appolntments, could be used on
the Norwich-Birmingham service, and also run in and out of Ely. By that
time, all the old Type | electric multiple unlts In Essex should be
replaced by Claas 310s being cascaded from the Midiand Regilon.

In the new timetable, it was possible f(or passengers from Bury
St.Edmunds to get to London by 0900, thanks to betlLer connections at
Cambridge. Stansted Alrport should also generate extra traffic on the
Cambridge main line, but he questioned whether there was as yet sufficlient
traffic to justify a direct rall link into it [Mr Steel was speaking
before the recent declsion by Parllament to allow Stansted expansion -
Ed.]. BR were experimenting with bus 1inks from the airport to rallheads.
If a direct rall link were bullt, he was confident that, for the rest of
this century, a rebuilt Liverpool Street station, with ifonger plat.forms,
could cope with tt,

BR had come in for much criticlsm for bad time-keeping during the
winter. Mr Steel outlined some of the causes of this, and satd that he was
In no way complacent about 1t; but all transport operators had had
problems during the severe weather, and the Dutch ratlwvays, using very
slmilar equipment to ours, had had 3 worse time Lhan we had had.

AY

Another problem was that more and more fretght trafflec needed to be
pathed along the maln line, as did up to i3 boat trains from Parkeston on
some days. In [fact, the Shenfleld-Colchester section was probably carrylng
on average 50% more trains each day than it was ten years ago.




In a wlde-ranglng question and answer seasion, Hr Steel ruled out bl-
directional working on the Colchester maln 1lne, but sald that better
atgnalled cross-overs could improve the traffic MNow.

Pld not St.Neots, now the third largest toun tn Cambridpeshire, deserve
a better service? 1t wonld get direct electric tralns to Kings Cross in
1987, said Hr Steel, and these could eventually be non-gstop Ll the business
bullt up sulfficlently.

Colcheater had probably the blggest car park on BR, and itz problems of
congestion might be cased by diverting some of the park-and-ride business
to other maln-line statlons.

Computerised coachling stock records were enabling extra coaches to be
vsed elzewhere — could not thls make possible the relnstatement of the
Loweatolt-London through service? Mr Steel thought. a high-quality DMU
service along the East Suffolk Line would be preferable.

Mr Steel agreed to look into what one member described as a “comle
opera" situatlon at Chivers crosasing between Ely and Thetford, where all
tralns had to slow to 35 mph in case lorry-drivers dld not stop at the
crossing.

On Royston-Cambridge electrifficatlon, he reminded members of the
Department of Tramsport's contention that the tralflc presently helng
carrled 1n 2-car DHUs would not Justify M-car EMUs. Nowever, 1f DHUs
ultimately had to come from a depot further away than Cambridge, the cost
of an electric service might become relatively more attractlve. He agreed
that there might also be a case for BR bullding a Tleet of 2-car or 3-car
EMils for less heavily used local electric services.

Pressure ol time brought this meeting to a close, and Geoffrey Roper
put a mntion of thanks to Mr Steel which was heartily endoraed by all
present,

FOR YOUR DIARY

RDS will have a atall at this popular local avent. If you can help, even {F
only for a short time, please contact Committee Member Lewis Puckingham.

Sa\;urday_3_‘l\ugu.si: RATLWAYMANIA, Princes Theatre, Clacton, 1030-1700.

E*.EE‘:QEXEJ;’EBE‘{'E‘PL’ RDS BRANCH AUTUMN MEETING tn the Assembly loune,
Theatre Street, NORHIC“, starting at 1800. The first hall of the meeting
will be devoted to Branch business: the sacond half to a talk on the
current transport scene by our guest speaker, SUSAN HOYLE  (Executlve

Director, Transport 2000).

Saturday 2f September: RDS/WyDRAC SFECIAL TRATN from Dereham (dep. 0825

approx.) to Fly and Cambridge for nearly seven hours' sightseeing and
shopping. Fare: €H.99 (children £3.99). Detalls and booklings: John Iull,
Gydonfa Cottape, Station Road, Yaxham, Dereham, Norfolk, NR19 1IRD
(tel.5151). Plense enclose SAE,




Thursday 24 October: NENTA 10th Anniversary AGM, W.1.Hall, Cromer, 1900.

NENTA RAILTOURS from North Walsham and the uscal Norfollk statfons, plus
Ely and/or March and Peterborough to Blackpool (1% September), Aberystuwyth
(28 September), Portsmouth (19 October). Detatls are enclosed for members
In the relevant areas. See NENTA advert. on back cover.

RDS AND THE CAMBRIDGESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Steve Wilkinson writes: During the run-up to Liw recent elections, the
Conservative Party came under considerable fire f{rom many quarters, not
least from its own supporters, because of its resurrection of the so-
called "flailway Road",

Deapite pleading poverty for publliec transport, hospitals, educatlon,
etc., some councillors plucked the sum of £30,000,000 out of the alr, plus
£10,000 for a feasibility study, to build a road alongside, and in places
actually on the rallway tracks around Cambridgel

This plan was discussed 20 yesrs ago, and was evidently not thrown away
but hidden for future use. What the {llustrious counclillors forgot was
Lhat, over the years, housing and industrial development had taken place
along the route, a multf-militon pound signal-box had been installed at
Cambridge and, if the plan were to become reallty, much destruction and
compensation would be inevitable.

One plece of election literature actually claimed that the St.Ives line
was closing anywayl This faux-pas prompted an urgent meetlng of ASLEF men
at Cambridge (attended by RDS members Steve Wilkinson and Peter
Wakefield), and as a result the Area Manager wrote a denlal In the local
press and all local staff had a note in their pay packets denying the
County Council scaremongering.

Over the years, our Dranch of RDS has consistently campaigned for Lhe
re-opening of the St.,Ives line to passengcr services. This latest
political publicity stunt gave us snother opportunity to do so. In a very
short time indeed, the two sbove-mentloned members plus Geoffrey Roper
produced a 14-page response entitled The Rall Alternalive.

This document pointed out the case for helplng alleviate some of Lhe
trafflic problems in Cambridge by re-opening {and electrifying) the St.lves
line, plus some other park-and-ride schemes around the city.

Coples were sent to all election candlidates in the areas that would be
affected by the Tory plan, to the City and County Counclls, St.Ives Town
Council and the various Parish Counclls, plus other interested parties
including three MPs,

There was no response from any Conservatlive candldate - only a rather
pathetic letter from the former Tory leader of the Counclil some time after
she lost control of 1t - and nothing from the Labour candldates either, but
the response from Allfance candidates was excellent, Twelve ol them wrote




in support, of which efght were elecled. Protracted carrespondence took
place with the City of Cambridge Chamber of Commerce, and we were
pleasantly surprised at the comments we recelved. Perhaps the recent
census figures which we quoted, revealing a catchment area of over 70,000
people (not tincluding two large military bases) surprised some peoplel
Even DR themselves expressed surprise at this revelation. Certalnly, the
ldea of park-and-ride is now belng studled by the County Councll and DR,
the most llkely place being Whittlesford, plus expansion of car-parking at
Audley End,

Issuing the report was a falrly costly exerclse, for whlch the Branch
had not budgeted, but it was worth the effort and expense. Cambs. County
Councll 1s, like many others, now a “hung" council, with Liberal & SDP
counciliors holding the balance of power - so we haven't seen the end of
the fight yet?

Incldentally, the Chairman of the Transportation Committee lost his
seat after holding it for many years. As far as RDS was concerned, this was
the best bit of news since Anglia electrification was announced! The
gentleman concerned was never Seen on a train (or bus), and it was
apparently only our threat to approach Lhe Owbudsaman in 1982 that made him
take any notlice of us at all.

ARLESEY STATION REOPENING CAMPALGH

John Tlzard reports: "The Arlesey station survey has unow been
completed. The alm was 100% coverage In Arlesey and Henlow, with tapering
off as the radius from Arlesey increased. We were very fortunate with the
number of willing volunteers who conducted the survey."

v"gedfordshire County Surveyor's Department is now engaged in analyals
of Lhe returns and Lt 13 hoped that we shall have the findings before mid-
July. The results and report wlll probably not now go to the County's
Environmental Services Committee until September, having been first to a
Transport Advisory Group, though 18 July is still a possibility, British
Rat)l have accepted thls timetable. From what I have seen and heard about
the survey, the general public reaction is very favourable."

EAST SUFFOLK TRAVELLERS' ASSOCIATION

AGH

‘The AGM of our corporate member ESTA was held in Saxmundham on 27 April.
Offlcers elected were: Chalrman - Albert Godfrey; Vice-Chalrman -~ Shella
Malham; Secretary - John Brodribb; Treasurer - Hlke Farahar; Membership
Secretary - Geoffrey Cuttling; Puhilclty Officer ~ Trevor Garrod; plus a
Committee of 15 drawn from practically all places served by the line,

Retiring Secretary Arthur Hadingham was presented with a framed
plcture of a steam train reaching the top of Beccles Bank, in recognition
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of hia many years of service to the Association.

The first Buest speaker was Mike Watson, Secretary of the fleart of
Wales Line Travellers® Assoclatlon, who showed slides of thias scente route
and outlined the activities of his 900-3strong Association. These 1redideg
political pressure, statfon adoptlions and ruonning a volunteer buffet on
certaln tratns in Lhe Summer,

The llne would never make a profit in strict commerclal terms, and so it
could be seen as always under some threat, However, {ts future looked more
secure after a 201 lncrease in revenue in 1984; the announcement of 3
£750,000 investment  scheme including connlributions rrom local
authorities; and a relaxation of the previous bhany on maln-line excursions.

Mr Watson's Assoclation, together with many other bodies focluding RDS,
had volced strong opposition to a8 recent Weish Offfce Green Paper whlch
advocated handing over the running of such llnes to the County Counclls,
and thls fdea seemed to have "dfed a death", at least for the time befng,
It had been feared that such a scheme mlght be tried out on Wales and Lhen
extended to England.

The second speaker, BR Area Passenger Manager 2t ephen Rattue, explained
timetable changes on the East Suffolk Lline, The Y715 from Ipswich was
terminating at Halesworth fror operatlonal reasons: track Was now belng
singled north of Haleaworth, but once the Beccles loop was compleled, this
tratn could agaln run through to Lovestoft. An extra traln from Saxmundham
to Ipswich at 0856 was belng introduced as an experiment; and radto
slgnalling should now be introduced on the entire line in November or
December,

College traffic on Lhe line was now vworth £75,000 a year to BR, and they
could not afford to ignore it when planning the timetable, BR were now

starting to plan the 1986-87 timetable, and would loolkk at evidence
produced by ESTA of the demand for additional trains.

Survey

In late May and early June, members of ESTA conducted a survey on the
traina between Lowestoft and Ipawich, uslng a questiomnalre approved by
DR, Passengers were asked how often they used the line, between which
stations and for what reasons; also whether and how often they would use an
extra train leaving Ipsulch about 2200; or one leaving Lowestoft at about
the same time; and whether they would use a Sunday morning service in the

vinter, The results of the survey, to which 1500 passengers responded, are
now helng analysed,

STOP PRESS

THE prAHCH SECRETARY WILL RE ON HOLIDAY AuGusT by - .

THE BRANCH VINTER MEETING WILL BE AT CAHMBRIDGE ON SATURDAY DECEMBER
?‘l‘ll 3 THE BRAHCH agM WILL BE aT I‘E'I‘ERBOROU(‘xH, SATURDAY BEBRUARY 221D
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B ITUARIES

Hrs DM.Oriscoe

It is with great regret that we record the death of Wrs Briscoe, a
member of both RDS and one of its affiliated bodies, the East Suffolk
Travellers! Association. For much of its existence, Mrs Briscoe had served
on the Committee of ESTA, to which she had made a notable contribution. At
a memorial service held in Seckford Chapel, Woodbridge, on 22 June, RDS was
represented by Louls Uipperson., We extend our deepest sympathy to Mrs
Briscoe's husband, Dr A.Daly Briscoe, and family.

LGl
Gerard Flennes, ODE

The rallway community suffered a major loss at the end of May with
death of Mr Gerard Flennes, ODE, President of our corporate member the East
Suffolk Travellers' Asaociation.

Gerry Flennes was a remarkable character who had worked his way up
through the ranks of LNER and subsequently BR management, becoming General
Manager, Eastern Reglon, in the wmid-19603, but then retiring with the
publlication of his book I tried to run a rallvay.

He was a clever, shrewd man with a keen sense of humour, but with no
time for waffle or humbug ~ not always easy to get to know, but those who
did were impressed by his sincerity and humanity. In his 77th year, he was
3t11} working actively with us younger members in our campalgn to try to
retain the Lowestoft-London through train; and in the last few months of
his 1ife he was able to see coming to fruition the East Suffolk
modernisation scheme for which he sowed the seeds nearly two decades ago.

TJG
SPONSORED CYCLE RIDE

East Anglian Branch members Trevor Garrod and Clara Zilahi cycled from
Peterborough to Corby on Sunday 12 Hay as part of Natlonal Bike Week,
Joining a party (in more senses than one) of 20 local members and
supporters (including the Chalrman of Corby District Cowuncil) on the one
remaining platform at this Northamptonshire town which RDS is cawpaigning
to have restored to the passenger network.

Clara pedalled back to Peterborough and ralsed £1H0,20 in sponsor money,
which she has sent to help the group fighting to keep the Settle-Carlisle
L.ine. Trevor, accompanied by East Midlands Branch member Dave Fursden,
continued to Oakham and ralsed £66 for the RDS Anti-Closure Fund, Dave
also raised £118 for the Scanner Appeal organised by the Northants Evening
Telegraph, which gave good publicity to the event - while Clara and her
bicycle vere leatured in the Lynn News & Advertiser,

Thanks to all members uwho backed the riders in this, our third annual
sponsored blcycle ride,




HORFOLK STRYCTURE PLAN: ROLLING FORWARD (sict}

DS has been fnvited to aupbmit comments on the updating (or "Rol)
Forward") of this Plan by 23 Seplember, and will do so in the next few
Wweeks. In the Background and Summary document recelved from Norfolk County
Council, we learn that "uwithin avallable resourcen, the County Counctl
“I1l try to maintaln a bastc lavel of publlc tranaport..*

The Chalrman of the Planming & Transportation Gommlttee I3 now Mr
L.D.Coutts - the man who I3 on record as wanting to close Norwich's rail
Hnk with the Hidlands. Mr Coutts, whoge party now han an oversll majority
of only four, stated at a recent meeting that he would tlke to hear from
peaple who thought rail 1lnes should be closed. RDS mewbers who use 1ines
in Vorfolk may 1lke to write and tell him why they should be kept open, Hr
Coutts's address Is 2 The Close, Norwlch, NRT UDJ,

RDS UIAS WRITTEN TO:

¥ Newly elected County Councillors, {nforming them of our views

f Felixstowe Dock & Rallway Company, supporting thelr application for a
grant to bulld a new rail Itnk from Trimley

# Department of Tranaport, objecting to the present Acle by_pass plana.

EAST NORFOLK TRAVELLERS' ASSOCIATION

The 1905 AGM of ENTA was held on 5 June {n the Family Room of the White
Horse, Brundall - the same room in which the Assoclation was founded on Lhe
inltiative of our Soclety elght years ago.

ENTA Chatrman James Apaey reviewed the year, highllighting Lhe continved
uncertainty over the future of the Reedham-Yarmouth 1ink, on which Lt wns
clalmed that half a million pounds needed to be spent on malntennnee over
the next five yearsa. He challenged BR to "come out tnto the open” and
elther announce a reprieve for the line for the foreseecable fulture; or
hold public meetings tn 1lke Reedhnom to explain to local people why Lt was
belng forced to propose closure. Such meetings could also then be used for
constructive discussion on how the loeal commintty could help DR with {ts
problemn,

Mr Apaey also expresaed concern that "more trains stopping at more
stationa" on the MNorwich - Liverpool Street 1ltne might cancel onut the
beneClits of electrification for Horfolk pagsaengersy bul re-1terated ENTA's
oun view that the section from Whitlingham Junetion to Yarmouth should
subsnquently be electr!f{ied,

He applauded BR for accepting ENTA's suggestion of an extra afternoon
traln from Yarmouth to Norwiech via Reedham; but expressed concern about
the fnconvenlent Pank Hollday service.




ENTA has also lodged an obJection with the Department of Transport
about the proposed route of the Acle by-pass, since 1t 13 not yet clear how
this will affect access to the station, especially for pedestrians and
cycllsts,

The Treasurer, Eric Woodward, reporled a healthy balance of £33 in the
funds, with membership at 102, The following were then elected: Chairman -
James Apsey; Vice-Chairman - Steve Topasna; Secretary - Peter Warner;
Treasurer - Erfc Woodward; Publicity Officer - Steve Hewitt; Committee -
Messrs, Taylor, Watts, Stoker, Northcott and Rivera.

EAST NORFOLK & SUFFOLK RAIL ALLIANCE

A wmeeting of this alllance - which fincludes RDS and ENTA as well as
most local authorities and a number of other interest groups in the
Yarmouth area - was held on 17 May. Correspondence was studled from DR,
stating that it would have difficulty in meeting the cost of track renewal
between Reedham and Yarmouth,

The meeting resolved:

1. To look Into the possibillty of seeking financlial help from the
various alliance members for the retention of the line.

2. That any such assistance, If forthcoming, be 1limited to a
contribution towards track vrenewal costs only (excluding routine

malntenance costs) for the lengths of line between Yarmouth, Reedham and
Brundall,

3. That in any event the alilance would expect BR to meet at least 75%
of the renewal costs fnvolved.

i, That the figures provided by BR for renewal costs be investigated
further,

NORW ICH-BIRMINGIHAM TRAINS: REFRESHING NEWS

Since April, a prlvate caterer has been organising a refreshment
trolley on all the Norwich-Birmingham through trains - even on Sundaysa,
Hot and cold drinks, sandwiches, etc, are served to passengers at thelr
seats, Rall East's gastronondc corrrspondent reports that the five-gallion
urn had run out of water on one crowded train between Norwich and
Peterborough by the time the trolley reached him - but the facility seems
to be much appreclated by passengers. BR have also assured us that the
appearance of a DMU on this service in February (see last issue) was a
one-of { thing; all services are still diagrammed to be loco-hauled.
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In co-operation with a local resldent, Lhe Soctety sent out 3 circular %
to over 50 local people and bodies, setting out the case for reopenlng
Rentley station, between Ipwich and Mamningtree, and the practicnl and§
financial aapects.

TEN YEARS AGO: from Branch Newsletter no. 15, Avgust 1975

We submitted a 1,100-word report to the plannlng authorities on the
Histon & Impington draft Local Plan, arguing the caze for a restored
passenger service on the St.lves line; and our member Steve Wilkinson wag
Invited to a Joint meeting of Histon & Impington Parlsh Counclls to
discuss the isave,

NEWS OF HMEMBERS

Welcome to the following new membern:

1. Mr A.J.¥allls, 1 Galloway Drive, Little Clacton,
Clacton-on-Sea, Easex, CO16 9ULN;

2. Bromeswell Parish Councll. Clerk: Mr J.E.H.Cosler,
"Kingsbury™, 5 St.Edmund's Close, Dromeswell,

WHoodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 2rL;

3. Mr P.llosklns, 17 Howe Close, Colchester, Easex, COM TXD;
". Mr B.Davey, B8 St.George's Rond, Beccles, Suffolk:

5. Wr P.A.Dayleas, 5 Kestrel Place, St.Meots,

Huntingdon, Cembs., FE19 1TR;

6. Mr & Mrs Fisher, 1 Ash Ground Close, Brantham, Manningtree,
Easex, CO1Y 1TY;

7. Mr S.J.McNae, 16 Plpers Court, 01d Foundry Road,
Ipawich, 1P% 2Dy,

Our member Mr E.Chamberlain has moved to 2 Elsworth Flace, Hills Road,
Cambridge, CR2 2RG.

Our member Mr P.Smart §a to be congratnlated on his appolntwont aa

Chatrman of Ipswich Borough Counecill Transport Committee: as ts owr
Chalrman, Steve Wilkinson, wvho 13 now Chalrman of Histon Parfsh Council.

SUDBURY CAMPAIGMING

Our corporate member the Sudbury - Harks Tey Rafl Users' Agsoctiation,
which campaigns conatantly to boost off-peak wsage of the. 1ine, has
negotiatecd another package of Seaslde Speclnal fares with BR. Fvery day
until { September, there i3 a return fare of £h.50 from any atation on the
Sudbury branch to Clacton, Frinton and Walton, with each acoompany ing
person, adult or child, up to a limlt of four, paying juat L1. Chalrman Mike
Davies told the local press: "The success of laat year's offer went a Tong
way towards ensuring the contipuance of s Sunday gervice on the bhranch,
with some guards reporting takings of £200 to £300 more than the normal
service®,




FELIXSTOWE CAMPAIGNING

The Fellxstowe section of the East Suffolk Travellers' Asszoclation
organised a leaflet drop with 2000 vouchers from one of the local BR
Agents diaring June. Unfortunately, despite promises by BR at Norwlich, and
several urgent reminders from ESTA (Fellxstowe), no BR leaflets on Anglia
Rangers, fares, etc. arrived for distribution. Our member Charles Taylor
also comments: "Were it not for our notice-board at Felixstowe statlion,
there would have been no timetable on display there for well over a month.
No attempt whatever has been made all year to combat vandalism, despite
numerous and urgent pleas and FIRST AID BY Us".

FUND-RALSING

Thank you to our member Joan Coombes, who held a stall selling plants
and home-made produce at the Ipswich hospice fete this spring and, as a
result, was able to give £20 to RDS East Anglian Branch funds.

Another batch of RDS re-use labels with the slogan "Save Fuel - Use
Public Transport" has been produced, and sell at 90p per hundred. They are

ideal for recycling envelopes, and can be obtalned from the Branch
Secretary.

SPEAKING

RDS is always pleased to provide speakers on the Society's work and
general rail issues to meetings of other organlsations. On 5 July, Trevor
Garrod did just this at a meeting in Frinton of the North East Essex
Railway Assoclatlon,

LEVEL CROSSING PROTECTION

A useful reply has been recelved from the Department of Transport
Rallway Inspectorate to our letter on this issue., After relterating that
motorists can be prosecuted foi incorrect behaviour at rail crossings, the
Department says it has "no comparable statistics" for accidents at road
Junctions controlled by traffic lights. The Department has to allocate its
limted (unds for education campaigns to "those areas of road users which
create the greatest problem in terms of road accldents" -~ and,
interestingly, level crossings do not come into this category!

NEW RAILFREIGIT

Mr Wilkinson has written to Richard C.Larkinson (Cambridge) 1td,,
expressing our pleasure at the opening of their new premises close to the
station, which are now handling scrap metal by rall. The Managing Director
replied: "I have received the utmost co-operation from the local’ Area
Manager of British Rail, although...I am keeping my fingers crossed with
regard to the planning authorities."
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LOCAL RAIL USERS® ORGANISATIONS

Those local groups look after the interests of individual lines or stat-
-ions. Nearly all of them are affiliated to the Railway Development Society.

EAST SUFFOLK TRAVELLERS! ASSOCTATION. Secretary: Hr.JeProdribb, 12 Kemps
Lane, Beccles, NR34 9XA (Tel:716961)

EAST SUFFOLK TRAVELLERS® ASSOCIATION (FELIXSTOVE ). Secretary: Itr.C-H.Taylor.
15 Gainsborough Road, Felixstowe, IP11 7HT (Tel: 270612)

EAST HORTOLK TRAVELLERS? ASSOCIATION, Secretary: l-fr‘-P.C.W.Wnrner, 27 Clarkson
Road, Lingwood, WNorwich, NR13 hBA (Tel:0603 - 713361)

HORTII BAST NORFOLK TRAVELLERS' ASSOCIATION, Secretary: Mr-R.."..Davies'

36 Lighthouge Close, Happisburgh, Norwich, WR12 OQE (Tel: 0692 ~ 650715)
BRECKLAND LINE USERS? ASSOCIATION. Secretary:Mr.G.A.Knott, 2 Station Cottages,
Eecles Road, Quidenham, Norwich, NR16 2JG. (Tels 095 387 659)

UEWIARKIT & DIXSTRICT RATI, USERS! ASSOCTIATION. Secretary: MreDelaudlin,
01ld School House, Carlton, Newmarket, Suffolk.

WEST WORFOLK PUBLIC TRANSPORT USERS Secretary: lliss C.Z:'Llahi, 31 Wimbotsham
Road, Downham Market, PE33 9pf (Tel: 3954)

ROYSTOHN & DISTRICT RATIL USERS® ASSOCIATION. Ceontact - Ir.lePearson, 8 HNawthorn
Close, Royston, Ilerts. SG8 7JR (Tel: A5742)

STOUMARKET RAIL USERS' ASSOCIATION. Secretary: Mr.R.Rehalm, 30 Uost View,
Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 1SD, (Tel:675%76)

HANDNTNGTREE RATT, USERS® ASSOCIATION. Chairman: MrelMeBallard, Station Farm,
Bentley, Ipswich, IP9 2RB

SUDBURY = MARKS TEY RAIL USERS' ASSOCIATION. Chairman: Hr.lll.‘DaViex:, 5 Elm
Road, Sudbury, Suffolk (Tel: 728hl) ’

WAL’J_‘OH, FRINTON & KIRBY RAIL USERS' GROUP. Secrctary: IIt'.E.II.l‘l.LaJ:e, % Eton
Road, TFrinton -on - Sea, Essex, CO13 9JA.

WYHMONDIIAM ~ DEREBIAM RAIL ACTION COMMITTEE. Secretary: Ir.(.Pea "5on, 75 Crown
Road, East Dercham, Norfolk. (Tel:66479) .

FAXENTAIM & DERBHAM RATIWAY SOCIETY. Chairman: MreReAoKing, 18 Ieywood Ave,,
Diss, lNorfolk, IP22 3DW

»

wITII Ims RAII)G‘JI[)ES ele .i*iv;****!v&*t-):(:7?"vf"==?'+42|‘<l't+****
* Your journeys come ALIVE] }
* You'll be tempted to visit all sorts
of new places.
* You may reach parts that other puides
don't reach ...

EAST AUGLIA BY RAIL (2nd edition),publish
-ed in July 1985 by Jarrolds.

£1-95 from all good bookshops or direct
from Peter Lawrence, 75 Marlpit Lane,
Horwich, IRS 8XN.

N W  FLECTRICAL

e

52 Manor Parlk,
Iliston, Cambridge.
cph hgr,

FOR YOUR ELEGTRICAL

WORK
LINCOLIISIIIRE BY RAIL (published Harch'Bﬁ) SUB-CONTRACT WORK A
£1-80 {rom John Saunders, Stockwell Gate, = SPECTALTTY

Whaplode, Spalding, Lincs. PE12 6UE.

LUIDLAIDS BY RATL (published May 1985)
Se=med D WL =

51=95 fron Frank lNastilow, 21 Horfolk Rd.,
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, B75 65q.

Tel:liston 3981
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§ For the lawn you've
always wanted.

See it today al

= n 13
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NEEbINGWORTH Rond ST Tves it (oyRo) &
bL2o2 | 8
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FROM: NORTH WALSHAM, WROXIAM,

HORWICH, WYMONDHAM, ATTLEROROUGH,
TIETFORD, MARCH & PETERBOROUGH.

SAT. SEPT. 14TH: BLACKPOOL 1LLUMINATIONS.
FARE: 515 -« 75 adult; £12 -~ 75 child.

SAT, SEPT, 28TH: ABERYSTWYTH & DEVILS
BRIDGE (INCLUDING STEAM TRIP)

T W
FARE: £17 ~ 75 adult ; £13 - 75 child. AUTUM

SAT, OCYT, 19TH: PORTSHMOUTH .'98
FARE: £1% - 50 adult s £1 ~ 50 child. Ei
BOOK NGW |

TICKETS AID DETATLS: Ray Davies, 36 Lighthouse Close,
Happisburgh, Norwich, NR12 0QE (Tel: Walcot (0692) 650715,

PLEASE SUIPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, whose support has enabled us
to make RATXI, EAST bigrer and better.

If you would like to adwertise in future issues, please
write to the Branch Secretary for details,




