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Top teams talk Tarka

On the first day of services resuming following nine days of route improvement works, directors from
Network Rail's Western Route visited Barnstaple to discuss "what next?" with representatives from the
Northern Devon Railway Development Alliance and one of its funding partners, the North Devon Line Rail
Promotion Group.

The meeting, held at the Station Masters Cafe Barnstaple, followed closely after the Alliance's well
attended annual Convention at Eggesford. The conversation explored a range of potential future
enhancements to the North Devon line, noting that funding would need to be secured before any
enhancements could proceed.

Also present was Tim Steer, Chair of Railfuture's Devon and Cornwall branch and a co-founder of the
Alliance. Reflecting on the visit, he said: "Network Rail's senior leadership team came to demonstrate, in
person, their commitment to collaboration with the Alliance and partner and stakeholder organisations to
drive forward practical plans to modernise the North Devon Line and provide a higher performing, more
resilient service. We are all working together to drive meaningful improvements for passengers, exploring
innovation where it can make a real difference, and delivering better outcomes for both our customers and
the communities the railway serves."
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