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“Call for action now

after rail link upset

»As flooding causes travel disruptions for second week, plea
made for urgent work to future-proof Tarka Line. See Page 4
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Overcrowded, prone to flooding, yet neglected line 1s transport success story
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CALL for reliaksle rakn traved
Afﬂr passengers  hetween

North Dewvan ands Bxefer (3
set 1o be made dicecily to mil min
isters after students and conmters
Faced cancellations. due to flooding
over thipast two woeks,

Morth Devon M lan Roome has
laumched m petition o ke the fght
o Wespninester after angolng prob-
tems o thie Tarka Lind which werne
“topilly. unacceptalde”  he sald,
clalming residents. had been el
with " secopnd class service”

The Tarka Line, which is vsed by
thousamds of people each week o
get fo college: and work as well as
shoppers and toursts, has been out
of action since  Metowork  Hail
detecied.  waler cxceeding  the
thresdvnlid for chosure at three bridges
ard viaducts en route, Lggering an
autcunatic closure “for the 5i.ﬁut5. aof
CUSEOITIETS |

Full service resiumed bate lstweek
anly for the line to be closed again
on Monday between Crediton and
Barnstapde. I’ the interim. Hmited
repalEcemient. buses and taxis wene
ladd on, with josmey tmes tiking
loueger, Repular users of the popular
sarvice, which seed o BO0H00
passenger [OUMmeys & year say they
frievpuently experience delays or can-
cellaions on the line and ane calling
fisr- 18 0 b rndes e sl fend.

Me Boeprree <pid this was “far oo
a sheepy e train ling But was
h:u—sungh]rh passengers and viml to
the economy’,

Anal e added: 'Iiwlmdaueﬂm-
tive reliable service people will nat
have o drive [40 niiles] to Therton
Parkway o catch a train to Landon,

T omn pushig . fer- struciural
tmprovemenits, additionl frvn car-
rigpes (o detd with persBtent over-
crowding, additionsl drainage work,
longer platforms at same stations en
poviice and more passing places along
the single frack . lde: 40 the, train
tiimetable can be Improved,” he said.

*This s ane of the most succesafl
rrain lines In the couniry in termes of
passenger numbers and we will be
lobtwing the rall minkster to put it at
the fop of his agenda. It's tdme 10
fustiire proof thie Tarks Line”

Frustrated bocal residents  have
shared thelr views on the MPs Face-
book page with one saving: “We'ne
encouraged 1o use public transpeart
anl the oo makbesay lineto the north
of Devon s out of action far oo
often. The bridpes are old and 'neesd
a bot of work, anyone cin see that,
and bensr drainage 5 needed (0
prevens the Hne from foading,

“Siop puiting money Into. polng
less upgrades lke the WiaFluml the
ERM0E ridiculotis o what-
ever is going to happen at Bamsta:
ple station ad dse the money o flx
e actual railway Hne!?

Anather safd: *Foading of the
Harmstaphe to- Exeter line has bieen a
regular problem snce v was con-

structedd, Bullding proper resilience
o a worsening problem is bong over
due. Money spent three
lane death traps an the A351 link
roaed would have hpm I:Ettﬂ“apaﬂi
on the Tarka rail (=14

et i anthorlies
aiwﬂdhu]nntfng dlalalse
track from I':!l:l.".'l.EHq-

“The ariginal builders had vision
and  installed bridges and funnels
big enough for double track. Vision
is saelly missing in modern politics”
' Dg:? resident spid the  coach
replacenient wias "an lncredible long
joumey” with no vallet facilities on
board which was “tally out of the
question for some peéogle

David Nogthey, chialr of the North
Dievon Line Rail Promation Group,
snid chitnging the lire stams o “crit-
fcal infrastructre”™ would help i
future: developments and give Net-
work Rail the impetus 1o foces and
help secure funding” for  further
‘maonitoring and bridge prodection
on the most vulnerable sectans of
the line,
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“The MNorth Devon fine i the Hfe-
Hase for the communioy and we have
been campaigning for four dechdes
and saved the line from closire

“threats fn 19805 The closicne threar

fromy Tailing anmbers: was avened

&6 if we had an effec-
tive reliable service
people will nat have

to drive [40 miles] to
Tiverton Parkway to
catch a train to London

lan Roame, MP

and volurme has grovwn 1o the num-

bers wie'see today although the chal-

lenge has now changed 1o short Hne
closwres; six days with fooding, and
then many part day chosures due o
ather  wearher-related  [ssuos or
infrastracture problems. This mweans
U phie el liny to kave confidenos in

the rafl network k- jeopandized.

“The imgrortance of this Hoe, the
communly. and  business that it
SOTVES, ﬂm phitity 1o meAch edica-
tion, heahdyand jobs is vital and we
hove to continue 1o rakse the profile
afthe lina”

Tim Steer, chair of Railfinre in
Drevon and Comowall, sabd the vari-
ous issues on the line'in recent
weeks wene due o Its “Victorian
infrastriciame” Chit overcrowiding
ws alsoan tssue,

GWH sadd it was awane spme tslns
immmediately before: and: after the
start ol the college day were In
demand and with non-Exeter Cal-
fege trovellers using the route [t was

over capacity am some services dur-

Ing pealk tnes

It was Tonking: at providing mope
trains @ riages with ' selective
door: o cater- for sharter

platforras and was supportive of the
campalgns o opgrade the infra-
siruicire.

The lne Is the responsibility. of
Betwenrk Tndl which sald lacr week:

Plea to fix our vital rail link
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o few passing ploces, ved i used by some
5'-{3.0-:!{1 m%fe drataiiy LEfT, ﬂ?ru:’:ﬂf af

entral far the hmn-rmﬁkiu I Barnstaple

“Water levels have meoeded helow
the elosaine miark on all tiree bridges
alomg the Barmstaple ke, which
allowed specialispdivers 1o cany out
an inspaction of each structune. The
dlivers find tharthers was no dam-
age to any of the bricges,

"We o inoed o ncan inspoc-
tion train along the entine length of
thé railway line 1o osake sure there
are no-issues with the track befane it
caity B peopetied Lo passenper tralns,

*Passengers ane advised o cone
tiae checking Tor the latest infor-
mation before ravelling”

Mertwork Rall didn't say whether
any improvements (o the line wene
planned.

Extter College said it hod been in
regular eontact with students: and
parents since the dismiption began
Tstweek and was providing updates
until the situation was resalved.

*We hope the line will reopen as
so0n a8 peossible and aee working
closely with GWH to ensire siudents
amnd their families remain nfonmesd
abour alierpative tavel and leaming
arrangements,” safd a spokesperson.

Monh Devan counclilor for Barm-
staple Peter Leaver said although
the authority had no responsibility
or ahilifty to do aything abour e
rathway it wias pushing for Emprose-
ments as the' probbems, had been
*massively [ncomvenlent™ for pas
SEMRETE Flat gowiel welin MW SIrategic
mayarnl aurhorities come into pliy
in a (v wears with devolved powers
from Whinehall Including mranspar,
he beoped il impeovements would
b topiof the spemda as the raitway's
'Impl;m:un fo e Bennomic gnm.'l]:l.
education amld culiumml actlvity: of
Marth Devan needed 1o be reCig:
nised.




