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Proposed line would connect towns

CUP WINNERS CELEBRATE Support for
rail link plan
gathers pace

A PROPOSED rail link between
Barnstaple and Bideford has won
considerable support.
TheNorthernDevonRailwayDe-

velopment Alliance has put for-
ward plans to establish a new con-
nection between the two towns
while also upgrading the existing
Tarka Line, which links Exeter and
Barnstaple.
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A crowded platform at Barnstaple station, which campaigners argue proves the need for an expanded railway network in North Devon. Picture: Tim Steer

Proposals for new rail line
to link towns wins support

A PROPOSED rail link between
Barnstaple and Bideford has trig-
gered a wide range of opinions.
The Northern Devon Railway

Development Alliance, which was
establishedonMarch1,hasput for-
ward plans to establish a new con-
nection between the two towns
while also upgrading the existing
Tarka Line, which links Exeter and
Barnstaple.
Bideford, whose railway station

ceased public operations in 1965
and closed completely in 1982,
couldpotentially seea revivalof its
transportation infrastructure thr-
ough this initiative.
Theallianceaims torevitalise the

area, recognising the economic
challenges Bideford has faced
since the closure of its railway sta-
tion. The proposed link has gar-
nered support from some promi-
nent figures.
Selaine Saxby, MP for North De-

von, highlighted the need to en-
hance connectivity in the region,
acknowledging the strain on cur-
rent train services to Exeter.
She said: “We need to improve

connectivityintoNorthDevon.We
have a fantastic train station in
Barnstaple, and I am delighted to
havehelpedsavetheir ticketoffice!
But spending timewith the station
teamonlylastweekwiththeTrans-
port Secretary, Mark Harper, it is
clear thatmany trains are at capac-
ity to Exeter and we need to start
making plans to increase capacity
on the line.
“This initially may be extra

rolling stock or increased services
but rail improvement plans take
decades to come to fruition and I

am pleased to see these conversa-
tions already under way.”
Similarly, Sir Geoffrey Cox, MP

for Torridge and West Devon,
backed the reopening of rail com-
munications, citing potential eco-
nomicbenefitsandtheneedforim-
proved transportation links to ac-
commodate population growth.
He said: “I support the reopening

ofrailcommunicationstoTorridge
and West Devon wherever possi-
ble. Last year, I held an extremely
informative and constructive
meeting with First Great Western
Railway at the old Bideford station
and they advisedme the extension
wasat the topof their listof achiev-
able projects in the South West.”
However, concerns have been

raisedbysomelocal residents,par-
ticularlyabout theproject's impact
ontheTarkaTrail,apopulartourist
attraction in the area.
Despite the enthusiasm exp-

ressed by some individuals for the
project's potential benefits, others
remain sceptical about its cost-ef-
fectiveness and convenience com-
pared to existing transport.

Others did welcome the idea
however, stating itwould be “great
if it ever happened” and saying it
“would be great for Bideford”.
Tim Steer, spearheading the rail

link campaign, revealed to the
Gazette that the forthcoming con-
sultationwouldunveil theproject's
cost, although a date for this con-
sultation remains undisclosed.
This consultation aims to deter-

mine the nature of the rail system,
whetheritwouldbealightorheavy
railway, among other considera-
tions.
CollaborationwithTorridgeDis-

trict Council will also be pursued
to explore various grant options to
further support the project.
Mr Steer, who is also the

vice-chair of the Tarka Rail Asso-
ciation and the ACE Rail lead of-
ficer, clarified that funding for the
projectwould not be sourced from
local councils but rather from the
Department for Transport, given
itscategorisationasabusinesscase
and transport project.
Insisting that the Tarka Trail

would be preserved, Mr Steer out-

lined theplan fora sustainable rail-
way to run alongside it.
DrawingparallelswiththeExeter

toExmouthAvocetLine,whichco-
exists with the Exe Estuary Trail,
Mr Steer emphasised the feasibil-
ity of such projects.
While the location of a potential

railwaystationinBidefordremains
unknown, investigations will be
conducted with the Strategic Out-
line Business Case (SOBC) which
is the next body of work for this
project.
This will be to identify the opti-

mal spot for accessibility for cars,
locals and walkers.
Mr Steer expressed full support

for the initiative, describing it as
“absolutely fantastic” and com-
mended local councils for embrac-
ing and grasping the concept as a
means to rejuvenate the area.
Jamie McKenzie, mayor of Bide-

ford,said:"Iam100percentbehind
this idea as Bideford needs the
boost this project couldbring.The
project would reduce CO² output
in the area and would have a pos-
itive effect on the environment.
“The intention is to preserve the

Tarka Trail. I realise people are
worried about it as it's a real asset.
My understanding is that, if any-
thing,thetrailwillbenefit.Thereis
a small amountofnegativityonso-
cial media from a vocal minority.
“The economic and regenerative

effectsofrailconvectivebyfarout-
weigh any of the negatives there
mightbe. It couldalleviateconges-
tion with a knock on reduction on
Barnstaple.
“Torridge District Council, in

particular, have shown great sup-
port for theAllianceandhaveeven
funded part of the business plan
that will outline the details people
are clamouring for.”
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MPs Selaine Saxby and Sir Geoffrey Cox have backed the idea of a new railway link
in North Devon


