Future-Proof the Tarka Line!

Back Our Campaign

' Portsmouth Arms

Kings Nympton

Eggesford

https://www.facebook.com/lanbarum
"I want to be North Devon’s voice in Parliament, and not Parliament’s voice in North Devon"

Reliable Rail Travel for All

Due to heavy rain in November 2025, flooding forced three bridges on the Tarka Line (Nymet, Popes
and Scoop) to be closed for inspection - stopping all trains between Barnstaple and Exeter.

This follows overcrowding and record passenger numbers in North Devon exceeding 800,000 journeys
eachyear.

We need to make rail travel from North Devon to Exeter more resilient and reliable - back our
campaign today!

We the undersigned:

o Believe the Tarka Line between Barnstaple and Exeter needs structural improvements;

o (Call attention to persistent overcrowding and the need for additional train carriages from the
operator (GWR);

e Note precautionary bridge closures due to flooding, service disruption and the need for
additional drainage works on the branch line;

o Observe that North Devon receives an average rainfall of 115mm in December while suffering a
shortage of public transport options;

o Highlight short platforms at smaller stations, the ongoing use of the token system, and the lack
of passing places along the single-track line that hinders an improved train timetable, while
Network Rail's annual capital investment across the UK now exceeds £6.7bn.

We call on Network Rail and Great Western Rail to prioritise the Tarka Line for improvements, and to
work together to make rail travel in North Devon more resilient.


https://www.facebook.com/Ianbarum

More than 1,500 people have now signed our petition to future-proof the North Devon Tarka Line
against the kind of overcrowding and bad-weather disruption we've seen in recent weeks.

#You can add your name here: https://www.northdevonlibdems.org.uk/.../future-proof-the... “

This week, the government announced a welcome freeze on rail fares... but it's no good buying a ticket
for a train that's not running!

My thanks to all the local authorities and councillors, regional and local rail organisations (including
the Northern Devon Railway Development Alliance) who've agreed to work together on a joint effort.

All Aboard! 27.11.2025
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