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62. DISCOIIXECTEO!

There u,ere no amendments tabled for consideration in
committee, so the Lords was abie to pass the bill without further
debate, and it received Royal Assent on 2 July.

More than 30 yeals on, rvhat has the 'speller Amendment' (or
'Speller Act') achieved? The answer is more than irnyone thought
possible.

On 16 January 1987 Speller himself had been told in response to
a written cluestior-r that '32 stations and tr,vo passenger services had

been opened or reopened on an experimental basis under the 1981

Act. and rhat a further I I station: rnJ frua passenger 5er\;ces were

expected to be opened or reopened in the next 12 months.'rre

lust over a year later, the Commons Hansard for 5 December

1989 records this question and answer:

'Freight Railway Lines

Mr Malcolm Brucer'{)

To ask the Secretary of State fot Transport how many freight
raihvay lines have been opened to passenger traffic ur-rder the

Transport Act i 962 (Amendment) Act 198 1 ; and if he u,i11 list
these with n-rileages of track, dates of opening and r,r,hetl-rer

they ren'rain open to passenger traffic.

Mr Poltillor5l

Fifteen stretches of freight lir-re have been opened or reopened

by British Rail to passenger traffic under the Transpott Act
1962 (Amendment) Act 1981. The details are as foilows:

IBAITBLAZER

The 1980s saw a number ol impodant lines reopened. Perhaps the most

signilicant was the Edinburgh-Bathgate line in 1986. Four days after opening

on 28 March, one ol the newly branded Bathgate trains awaits departure at

Waverley. Murdoch Currie

Newbr dge Junctlon-Bathqate

Penistone-Barnsley

Ketterlng Corby

Dore Curve (Derbyshire)

Card ff City

Abercynon Aberdare

1 983

1 986

7.5

10.2

0.25

4.0

5,0

4.15

5.75

lVorecambe-Heysham Harbour

0xford-Bicester

Coventry-Nuneaton

C.rtbl-dS. Crrt"f l\/.thr*.il

1 987

r 987

| 1eB7

I rgaz

I rgaz

I rsaz

1 987

1 9BB

Lichf eld City-Lichfie d Trent Va Ley 1 9BB Lt3

Bishop Arck and Stanhope I 988 96

Walsa -Hednesford

Thornton West Junction-Thornton

South Junction (Fife)

Altr ncham Stockpoat

Note: All Lfrese I nes rera ^ ope^

I 989

r 989

1 989

9.75

0,25

BO

to passenger traff c.'1s2
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