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Combined 
challenges.

Getting the 
basics right 
or showing 
ambition. 

City Growth.

Five 
dimensional 

party politics. 

Change is 
painful.

Inequality.

Transport Challenges 
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Edinburghôs relationship 
with rail

1. Edinburgh Waverley is a major gateway to Scotland and 
the nationôs second busiest rail station ï 1 of 12 station in 
Edinburgh.

2. At a national level there is great demand from leisure, 
financial and tourism sectors on travel between Edinburgh 
and London. 

3. Edinburgh, East and Midlothian are fastest growth regions 
in Scotland by some margin and Edinburgh is growing 6x 
the national rate. 

4. Investing in a mass transit public transport system that 
interchanges rail, tram, bus and park and ride will support 
our regional growth and boost the economy further too.
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Recent Projects 
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The Council and its partners have secured recent investment to develop and deliver a series of 
schemes over recent years,and there has been national/regional rail investment too, including-

1. Edinburgh Crossrail ï Including New stations at Edinburgh Park, Brunstane and 
Newcraighall (opened 2002/3)

2. Airdrie Bathgate Rail Link (opened 2010) Huge success like Boarders Railway ï exceed 
passenger demand forecast

3. Tram Interchanges - Haymarket Station Redevelopment, Edinburgh Park Station 
interchange (2013-15)

4. Borders Railway (CEC leading role in obtaining ñRoyal Assentò and delivery - opened 2015)

5. New Edinburgh Gateway Station (interchange with tram ï Opened 2016)

6. Edinburgh and Glasgow Investment Programme ï Electrification of core line to Glasgow 
(2016)

7. New Stations at Reston Station (opened 2022) and East Linton (Dec 2023)

8. Levenmouth Rail Link (due 2024)



CEC support for Future Projects
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1. Waverley station masterplan- Revitalise the City Centre and create interchange with bus, tram, and active 

travel.

2. Fife electrification- Rolling programme

3. Enhanced interchange across region (tram to Shawfair, Musselburgh and Waverley station, along with 

south sub)

4. Almond Chord and Winchburgh Station- The Council Supports the creation of a station at Winchburgh 

and the Almond Chord. This will give the opportunity for services between Edinburgh and Glasgow to be 

reourted via Edinburgh Gateway to enable more services to stop at Edinburgh Park (interchange with 

Edinburgh Airport - fastest growing in UK)



South Suburban Line Opportunities
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Å The South Suburban line is a strategic freight route but the Council continue to engage with 

Network Email on possible reinstatement of passenger services.



Transport Projects
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10Transport, Economic Development or Quality of Life? 
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in addition to current city centre 

projects, the Bridges 

Corridor, Canongate, 

Grassmarket and Cowgate  

were identified as key priorities 

for change

stakeholders noted that the 

introduction of any traffic 

restrictions in these corridors, 

however, could create wider 

traffic displacement

bringing in area - wide traffic 

restrictions  was identified as a 

potential mitigation for the wider 

impacts of major projects across 

the city centre

one of the specific examples 

stakeholders mentioned in this 

regard was the area east of 

Lothian Road within Bread 

Street, West Port, Lady Lawson 

Are there any additional streets in the city centre that you think we should prioritise for reducing 

through traffic? 



City Centre ï Option A (ECCT)

Å Based on ongoing 
projects and 
commitments to 
ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ΨǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ ŦǊŜŜΩ 
core

Å Recognise the need to 
go further, based on 
30% car km target and 
CMP consultation 
feedback
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15/07/2024
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Granton  to Bioquarter , and Beyond.



Recommendations ï Roseburn / Orchard Brae


