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tirn, stee raraifuture ora, ok
Railcampaian pays off

Erglard’s south-west ares has seen
sgnificant rail developrment
progress since the last Rgifwatch
wias published in Decernber,

Railfutur's nurmber one regional
pricrity - the South West Rail
Resilizne 2 Prograrnnie, 1o serune
theexistingasset of 3 tEtegr
route betwesn Exeter and
Plyrocuth wia Dewlish - has
continued apace |t pursues an
established risk rmanagenent
approachof investingto red e
thechances of disruption, to
reduce the impact of disruption
ard to reduce the timeto rerover
fromdisruption. The current forus
ison solutions tothe problerm of
roe Kall betwesn Dawlishand
Teignmouth,

A mew stationat Marsh Barton, on
the Riviera linea mile south of
Exzter 5t Thormas and part of the
Cevon Metno network, was nearing
cormpletion in Februany, Marsh
Bartonis are of three awarded
funding in 2021, Baifuture wishes
to s2es fourth mund of the new
stations fund soon, as thers are
plenty of worthwhile randidates,
s hias Plympton between
Plyrocuth and hrybridge
Cartrnoor line fesderbus services
imcreased inthe auturn to include
“virtual branch ling' servires
ronner ting Okeharmpton station
with Budeand Launcestan,
Tavistock has had 3 bus link since
2021, This is the kind of transpon
integrticnappluded by
Railfuture,

Flying the flag

In Decermnber Great Western
rarading director Mark Hopwood
gave kading rmembers of the Tarka
Rail & ssoriation the Christrmas
presznt of a visit to Barnstaple,
where be perfarmed the first public
ureiling of the new ACE Bail
carnpaign banrer, which also bears
Railfutur's logo,

Comuall Motro

In January, levelling-up fund Bournd
2 support was announced for a
successful Restoring Your Railway
bid, theCarmvall Metro,

There will be nearty £50 million 1o
createa direct train servicelinking
Mewguay, 5t Austel| Truro and
Falrmouth, alongside betterwalking
ard cyeling arcess to stations,

Devon transport hub

In Devan, therswill be

£13.5 million fora new milway
station on the eastern edge of
Ckeharmpton -theWest Dewvan
Transpart Hub - complete with
high quality cyelefacilities and
electric wehicle charging points
Togetherwith the Dartrmoor line
renpening two years ago, Railfutume
is keen 1o see modal shift to @il of
somee journeys from the nearby
A0 road. Economic benefits will be
genemted intheares around

Bideford

il network

CLEAR MESSAGE: (from lefil David Northey freelance railway senior sirategic plannerand Tarka Bail
Assodiaiion commitice member, Androa Davis, Deven County Coumnl cabinet member for climate change,
environment avd transport whe is dso the TRA president, Tim Steer, TRA s ACE Rail lead officer, and Mark

Hopweod, Great Western Railway manaaing director, at Bamstaple in December

Bidefard, following the

£15.4 million investrment inthe
Appledarec kean maritire
inncvation centre which will
ressarch gresn terhnology,

In Mowernber, Harland & Wialff's
Appledore shipyand was included
as preferred bidder fara £16 billion
contract to build thres ships farthe
Foyal Fleet Auacilary,

Ifthis mue b ecan bear hiswved with
the prospert of a rmilway to
Bidefomd, imagine the ama’s bng-
termeronomic prospects with a
passenger train senrice actually
running again and being anly

&0 rninutes fromn Exeter, ACE Rail
rampaign’s target!

Restering Your Railway briefing

In Bnuary, Bailfuture assisted Tarka
Fail & ssoriation witha briefing
requested by Morth Devan MP
Selaine Saxby ahead of Tarbay MP
ard forrmer Rail Minister Kevin
Foster's Westminster Hall debate on
the Restaring Your Railway fund,

RUG farards rapaor t-by Awards organisar Roger BMake
with judgesco-ordinator Yice- Prasident Stawvart Palmer

Since our Railweatch 174 report, the judging panel of
Failfuture viee-pesident s bas lost Adrian Shooter CEE,

Imhis banour it is imtended that the category which be
oversaw in 2022, Bast Wiebsite, badedicated 1o his
rrermary ard ramed the Adnan Shooter Award,

The clasing date for nominations for Bailfuturs’s Sth
Bwards for Bail UserGroups @nd similar arganisations
such as local campaigns, station adopters and rail
partrerships) will be Saturday & April 2023,
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Railfuture banners

Twi further ACE Rail campaign
banners, like theons illustated
and both funded by Railfuture,
bawve been installed at Crediton and
Eggesfond sations, Al 12 stations
along theTarka linsars getting
rew station new s posters an their
dedicated Tarka Rail Association
motice boards including rmention of
st year's Railfuture Rail User
Group Awards - a Cornmendation
1 the Assor tion in the Padl Abell
Best Mew sletercategory and the
Olpwer Lowell Gold fward for Best
Plew Group forits ACE Rail
campaign,

Tini's Talks and nedia success
ACE Rail project lead's"Tinds talks”
hawe in recent manths been at
Conrect Bude's 8GN, in Dewon G
Carmwall Bail Partnership's revived
Tarka Line Forum, at the Taw L34

ANNUAL B AWARDS ‘
| Promoting Aritain's Railway | M

Picire : N ke Day

Raitway Group, to Barnstaple Christ
Chur h Cormrmunity Chair, to the
official Devon Bail Forum, with
Morth Cormall MIP Scott Mann,
andtoa pirt resting of parish
councilsamund Bggesfond station,
Cur carnpaign has featured on
hetwork Bail's website, the Cornish
& Devion Post, Heritage Ra dwia y
rragazire, Ra fwayllagazing RAIL
MMADAZIne, ina joint letterwith
Raifuture in Modern Raivays, in
the winterissue of Bideford milway
heritage centre's Ata ntic Coast
Express ragazing, the Lynton
Lynmouth & Exmoor Advertiser, in
the Cred iton Courier, and in
Torridge &West Devan MP Sir
Genffrey Cox's Review of the Year
colurnn in the Marth Oevon Souroal,
Moreinforrmation in the "Railway
recpenings” section of the branch
websie

WL A ure. orguak’

Davonamnd +lormwal+Bramdh
Flailway_Reopenings

Awands and comrmendations forthe six categaories - far
best new group, newsketter, website, social media,
carmpaign, and campaigner - will be pressnted after
Railfuturgs 202 3annual geneml mesting, to beheld in
Londonon Saturday 15 July 2023,

Full details of all the 2wards and cormendations from
2022 and previous years areon the Raifuture website,
in AUG Auwerds urder Whats on,

The now e-named awand for Railfuture Member of the
*fear 15 a separate award, and is only for individual
Railfuture mermbers, |t has a differsnt closing date -
Surday 21 May 2023,
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Railfuture hails post- Beechlng era

By Roger Blake

Fublication of this issue of
Railwatch marks the alth
anniversary of the Beaching
Report,

It is worth remembering though
that railway lines and stations had
been dosed long before anyone
had even heard of Beaching - or
Ernest Marples,

Marples was appointed Minister of
Transport by "Supermac’prime
minister Harold Macmillan in 19549,

Mharples lasted until Supermac’
successor Sir Alec DouglasHome
lost the 1964 genearal el ection.

But rail dosures becamethe order
of the day with the Conservative
govarnment and the Labour
administration which followed,

Richard Beaching joined the British
Transport Commission in March
1941, becoming its chairman in
June Hawas later appointed the
first chairman of the naw British
RailwaysBoard from January 1963,
He lastad until June 1965,

Somelines and stations did not
close despitathe Beaching Report
recornmendations that they
should, and somewera closed aven
though they wers not earmarked
for dosure.

For six years from October 1964,
the new HaroldWilson gowernmeant
then had fourtransport ministers
deliberating on the individual
recommendations,

In far too mary cases, they
implemented Beaching’s dosure
recommendations,

Tom Fraser was there until
December 1965, Barbara Castle
until April 1968, Richard Marsh to
October 1968, and Fred Mullay
until the lune 1970 general
alaction,

For Railfuture, however, all of that
matters far lass than the scoras of
stations and track miles which have
opened or besnraopenad over the
past G0years,

We can takee 27 March 1963 as our
referance poirt, and we can ba
proud that many achievements
wera theresult of campaigning
efforts of individual and affiliated
Railfuture membaers,

Documented in Railfutures own
2017 publication Britaint Growing
Railway - tha sicth edition of our
A-Z gquide —the stationstallyis
eightinthe 19605, 55 in the 1970s,
144 inthe 19805 109 inthe 1990s,
44 in the 2000z, and 45 in the

2001 0s With Invarness Airp ort
station opering in February 2023
wehave seen 10in the 2020z
{axcluding the complications of the
Elizabath lings stations),

The racord of line respanings, short
chords aswell as longer lines, is
oneinthe 19605, siv in the 19705,
26inthe 19805, 32 inthe 19905, 20
inthe 20005, and 15 in the 201 0s,

How was this amazing record of

SCOTLAND'S /
NEWEST STATIORg =y 3

Chlldren plant tree to mark Inverness Airport stat|on opening

Scottish transport minister Jenny Gifruth was joined by school chifdren from Croy primary school to mark the
opening of the new Inverness Airportraif station, which opened on 3 February. Theyhelpedplanta tree to
mark the event, Ms Giruth said: “The £42 milion package provided by the Scottish government including the
station and wider rail network infrastruc ture nvestment, will build resilience and additional capacity. it will
encourage inward investment and housing growth, which will support both the local and wider economies.”
The first train was piped into the platform

success achieved? failwatch
readers may recall Connecting
Communities, the 2009 report fram
the Assodiation of Train Operators,

That report was crucial becauseit
identified the social and economic
value which add to the transport
benshts of rail reopenings.

Foliticians and officials associated
with the government’s Restoring
YourRailway programme have
moved on from afocus on
disconnected centras of population
to embrace dusters of population.

That perspective goes someaway to
explaining why certain lines are
sasing their projecs developed
and others not.

The Morthumberland linewill add a
catchment of around 100,000
peopleto the passenger rail
netwotk, while for the hvanhoe line
thefigurewill be about twice that.

Reopening old routes which would
link placaswhich are already on the
rail netwerk, but adding ne
additional populations of
significant size, will struggleto
makethair cases. Campaigners may
need to be ablataoidentify
populations of 25,000 or moreto
betaken seriously inWhitehall. It
will beabig challenge, Further

Restoring Your Railway programemes
may even berebadged to
samething morelike Connecting
Communities.

The purposemay well bato
cultivate new markets for rail by
taking tha network closer to
significant-sized communities.
Theraremain at least 24
communities of over 25,000
peaplewhich do not have rail
accesswithin five kilom etras,

Inwest Cxfordshire, the proposed
Windrush linewas unsuccessful in
itsbid to the Restoring Your Raiway
ideas fund. But in January it
attracted a Metwork Rail wisit.

The 240 corridar through which it
would run, viaEynsham/Salt Cross
garden village and Witney to
Carterton/RAF Brize Morton, is
already a corridor of 50,000 people
which, by thetimethe new railway
iz opean, will have grown further,

A particular reason for Network
Rail's interest is the potential, in an
area of higher land values than
Morthumberland, to cofinance an
antirely new raihway.

Wery little of the old railway
remains, and is not best placed
now, Butinnovative funding may

Picture: Transport Scotland

make less demand on the public
purse and is therefore morealikely
to be of morainterast to the
Department for Transport and the
Exchequer,

In northern Deavon, the population
prindple also applies, with the
Tarka Rail Association’s ACE Rail
campaign targeting "Greater
Bideford”as by far thelargest
population cluster inthe South
West without ready access to rail.

Pass it on

The best wiay to recycle Railwatchis
to passitonto afriend who may
beinterasted in railways and
tampted to join Railfuture,

Eco-friendly

The see-through wrapper inwhich
Railwatchis deliverad by post is
starch film and is 1008
compostable and biodegradable,
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Top quality signs pointing to a better rail future

READY REOPENING: Richard Searight of TavyRail, Mike Moore of Connect Bude and Alan Clark of Tarka

Rail Association on behalf of ACE Rail. Councillor Julie Yelland, who until May represented Okehampton

South on West Devon Borough Council, holds the Christow (Teign Valley) sign

As a show of support from the Teign Valley, station
signs were made for local campaign groups and
handead over at Okehampton station in April.

They could have been made less expensively, butit
was thought that they carried more weight being
the*real thing’, made by a long-standing railway
supplier, Rydon Signs in Exeter.

The firm had the British Rail contract and still
supplies much of the national network.

The signs use the original double-arrow and rail red
colouring. The lettering is in Rail Alphabet font
which dates back to 1965. Subtle changeswere
made in 2009 when New Rail Alphabet font was
launched. In 2020, Rail Alphabet 2 font was
adopted by Network Rail for new signage and can
be seen on the recently reopened station at Marsh
Barton, Exeter.

The British Rail double arrow is one of the most
enduring and recognisable corporate symbols,
although it has been modified for the digital age.

It was first sketched by its designer, Gerry Barney, on
the back of an envelope while he was going into
work on a tube train.

As Tavistock is a tvo-direction campaign, another
sign has been ordered for OkeRail, to be keptat

- Picture: Dave Ellis

Okehampton, and there will also be an llfracombe
sign for Coombe Rail. All four stations closed after
British Rail’s corporate identity was established in
1965. Now that the signage is done, all they need to
do is rebuild the railways.

Colin Burges, Christow Station
teignrail@gmail.com
www. teignrail.co.uk

Editor’s note:

Tavy Rail aims to reinstate Tavistock to Plymouth
rail services by reopening the line from Tavistock to
Bere Alston. An hourly service would complement
existing Tamar Valley services from Plymouth to
Gunnislake

OkeRail wants reinstatement of the Southern main
line from Okehampton to Plymouth via Tavistock

Connect Bude aims to restore the railway from
Okehampton to Holsworthy and Bude

Tarka Rail wants to reconnect Bideford to
Barnstaple

Combe Rail exists to preserve the heritage of the
Barnstaple-lifracombe railway, with the prospect of
reinstated light and heavy rail services

More Devon and Comwall news on page 19
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Trevithick example

Unique to Cornwall, Camborne
Trevithick Day is celebrated every
year in April. This year marked the
190th anniversary of the death of
the inventor of the first practical
steam locomaotive. Following
Trevithick’s example, Railfuture
Devon and Cormwall aims to set the
agenda for rail campaign activity.

Banner repeater

Fallowing last December’s launch
of the Tarka Rail Association’s ACE
Rail project campaign banner at
Barnstaple station by GWR's MD
Mark Hopwood CBE (Raitwatch
175}, Railfuture D&C funded two
mare which induded the Railfuture
lego. The banners now adorn
Crediton and Eggesford stations,
the places on the Tarka line where
all trains have to stopin passing
loops for the manual exchange of
Victorian-style signal tokens.

Installation of the additional
banners generated publicity in the
Crediton Courfer, the North Devon
Jourmal, and Devon Live.

Tim's Talks

The newly Railfuture-affiliated
Tarka Rail Assadiation’s ACE Rail
project campaign lead Tim Steer
has given presentations ta parish
councils along the Tarka line. The
latest were at Bishop’s Tawton,
south of Barnstaple, and at
Chittlehampton, which includes
the well-used station at
Umberleigh, the third-busiest
intarmediate station along the line
after Crediton and Eggesford. Both
presentations resulted in offidial
declarations of support for the
Tarka Rail Association’s ACE Rail
project.

OkeRail

Okehamptons Charter Hall was the
venue for a May OkeRail coffee
morning, also attended by TRA/ACE
Rail, Tavy Rail and Connect Bude.
The collabaration between north
and west Devon labby groups was
inspired by the success of the
Dartmoaor line. In April,
Okehampton station was the scene
for the handover of authentic
replica station signage for the use
of those reopening campaigns.
Generously commissioned by Colin
Burges of the Exeter and Teign
Valley Railway, the new station
signs were manufactured by former
BR signage contractor Rydon Signs
of Exeter. The reverse sides of the
three signs show the last days of
trains at Bude, Bideford and
Tavistock, using photas taken by
railway photographer and author
Bernard Mills.

Rail-Mindedness Index

In February, Railfuture Devon and
Cornwall published updated
research based on the latest
astimates of station usage for
2021-22 from the Office of Rail and
Road and on 2021 Census
population data. The purpose was

CREDITON, BARNSTAPLE AND BIDEFORD UNITED: Town, district and county councillors, including past and

present town mayors, line up at Crediton. Tarka Rail Association’s ACE Rail project campaign lead Tim Steeron
the right and GWR’s David Whiteway (left) are holding a Railfuture-funded banner before displaying it at

Crediton station in fanuary. The train is an Exeter-bound Tarka Line service

to develop an indicator, howewver
approximate, of the comparative
use, and under-use, of stations on
linesin different areas in relation to
their resident populations.
Although an inexact science, it has
indicated that the average use of
Devon’s 50 stations per head of the
county’s total population in
2021-22 was 12.5, or once a month.
For North Devaon District’s five
stations (all on the Tarka line) it was
only 4.7. For Mid-Devon District,
with seven of its eight stations on
the Tarka Line (the other being
Tiverton Parkway), the average was
still only 7.1 station visits per local
head per year.

Those figures suggest huge
untapped potential - or
suppressed demand - for modal
shift to rail, provided that a more
attractive train service can be
offered. Further Railfuture research
published in April showed that,

Crpanized by Moilfuiune

despite 2022-23 induding 29
operating days when no trains ran
as scheduled, the year recorded
over 700,000 Tarka line journeys for
the first time ever. That was 30,000
more than the previous best vear
2018-19, and almost 160,000 more
than the previous (partly
pandemic-affected) vear.

Beeching report 60 years on
Monday 27 March 2022 marked the
60th anniversary of The Reshaping
of British Railways — a euphemism if
ever there was one. Devon and
Cornwall, like other predominantly
rural regions of Britain, suffered
grievously. ITY News West Country
{South West went to Bideford to
interview Tim Steer on behalf of
the Railfuture-affiliated Tarka Rail
Assodation. He was supported by
Dr Michael Ireland, chairman of last
year's Judges'Special Award-
winner OkeRail, and Tarka’s own

Picture: South West News

strategic development adviser
David Northey, formerly with
Network Rail in a similar capacity.

Bigger, better railway

The government has provided
£13 million levelling up funding to
West Devon Borough Council to
develap plans for a new parkway
station and transport hub on the
A30road in east Okehampton.
Exeter’s new station at Marsh
Barton opened in May with an
hourly service, supplemented by a
fewy extra trains in Monday to
Saturday peak periods. The station
was funded by the government,
Great Western, Network Rail, Exeter
City and Teignbridge coundils, as
well as the local enterprise
partnership. More information in
the railway reopenings section of
the Railfuture branch website:
www. ralifuture.org.uld

Devon +and +Cornwall+Branch

ANNUAL B AWARDS ‘

I Provmoting Brikain's Raibway

RUG Awards report - by Awards organiser Roger Blake
with judges co-ordinator Vice-President Stewart Palmer

The daosing date was Easter Saturday for nominations
for Railfuture’s ninth Awards for Rail User Groups,
which incdlude local campaigns, station adopters and
rail partnerships. Eight groups across five Railfuture
branch areas submitted 13 nominations. Five of the
eight groups are believed to be participating in the
avvards for the first ime. Awards and commendations
for the five categories in which nominations have
been received - for best website (the newly named
Adrian Shooter award), newsletter (the Paul Abell
award}, sodal media, campaign, and campaigner (the

Raifwatch is for Railfuture members, the rail industry and anyone interested in railways

Clara Zilahi award) - have been assessed by the
judging panel of Railfuture vice-presidents, under the
aver-watchful eye of president Christian Wolmar. He
will be presenting the certificates after the 2023
national annual general meeting in London an
Saturday 15 July 2023. Winners of gold awardsand
the judges’ special award, will make presentations
after receiving their award certificates. The re-named
awvard for Railfuture Member of the Year (previously
Campaigner of the Year) isa separate award, only for
individual Railfuture members. The closing date for
that award was Sunday 21 May 2023. Itwill be
presented at the AGM.
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Tavistock

Signs of success

About 200 people had a chance to
admire the signs (Railwatch 176)
provided by Teign Valley when they
visited the TavyRail stand at the
EcoFest at Plymouth in July. Most
were enthusiasticabout the return
of a Plymouth-Tavistock rail service.

Colin Burges, Christow Station
teignrail@gmail.com
www.teignrail.co.uk
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New members, new stations
Railfuture Devon and Cornwall has
a modest membership butitis
quality, not quantity which matters.
Devon continues to be the agenda-
setting hub of rail development
campaigning activity. A warm
welcome then to newly affiliated
Tarbay Rail User Group, and also to
the chair of Heathfield Rail Link
Assodation.

The new station at Marsh Barton
openad on 4 July, more than six
weeks later than Railwatch 176
predicted. There was also an offidal
opening by transport secretary
Mark Harper, accompanied by
Andrea Davis (Devon County’s
cabinet member for climate
change, envirecnment and
transport) and Great Western's
managing director Mark Hopwood.
Marsh Barton is the third new
station in the Devon Metro
network, launched in 2011 as part
of the county council’s 15-vear local
transport plan. Newcourtand
Cranbrook opened in 2015,

Less encouraging are reports that
thereis a funding shortfall for the
new station at Edginswell, on the
Riviera line between Newton
Abbotand Paignton. Part-
supported by the Department for
Transport’s New Stations Fund, itis
to be named Torquay Gateway and
is quite close to Torbay hospital.

New campaign banner
Awell-attended coffee morning in
Okehampton’s Charter Hall was
hosted for lacal rail groups by
award-winning OkeRail. Among the
groups was Tavistock-based
TavyRail, which is campaigning for
reconnecting Tavistock with Bere
Alston for services to and from
Plymaouth.

The Tarka Rail Assodation unveiled
for the first time its new Railfuture-
funded free-standing roller banner
far the ACE Rail campaign. ACE
recalls the glory days of the Atlantic
Coast Express. There are plans for

-

o

MMARSH BARTON OFFICIAL OPENING: The front row line-up includes
transport secretary Mark Harper (second left), GWR’s Mark Hopwood

(right) and Devon's Andrea Davis

future such events toindude
newcomers such as the Heathfield
Rail Link Assodiation —which wants
a mothballed freight line to
Newton Abbaot to be used for
passenger services — and the now
Railfuture-affiliated Torbay Rail User
Group.

Okehampton station was
shortlisted in the latest annual
World Cup of Stations, held during
May's community rail week, and it
was the clear winner of the four in
the South West Group. [tlost out to
aLondon station in the semi-finals.

Boost for Barnstaple

GW managing director Mark
Hopwood made a second visit to
Barnstaple to meet representatives
of Railfuture-affiliated Tarka Rail
Association, discuss common
concerns and chart ways to fix

7 ik M
RUG AWARD WINNERS: Sue Baxter, chair of Dartmoor Railway

Association, left, Tarka Rail Association ACE Rail campaign lead Tim
Steer and Andrea Davis, Devon Council’s cabinet member for climate

change, environment and transport

Picture: Paul Bromley

Picture: Great Western Railway

them. The top priority is extra
capacity in some key weekday peak
period trains, as growth in ridership
continues unabated. In June, the
Department for Transport
published an updated Naticnal Rail
contract for GWR, confirming its
expiry in June 2028, so giving
stakeholders five more years of
warking to secure improvements
within a known framewaork.

Initial business case

National fortnightly RAIL magazine
has had a recent six-page feature
on the South West which included
mention of GWR's contribution to
an initial business case for the Tarka
line upgrade and its extension ta
Bideford. The business case report,
enabled by grants from Railfuture’s
fighting fund as well as GWR's
customer and communities
impravement fund, has been
received by the dient, the Tarka Rail
Assodation. |ts recommeandations
are under active consideration by
the TRA chair and dose advisers.

At the request of the Mayor of
Bideford, and in the presence of
Torridge and West Devon MP Sir
Geoffrey Cox, the Tarka Rail
Assodation’s ACE Rail campaign
lead Tim Steer presented an initial
summary of some of the key
findings and recommendations
emerging from the initial business
case. The timing was espedially
topical since Torridge is one of just
20 districts in the country identified
by government to establish a
levelling-up partnership and bid for
a share of the total £400 million
allocated. Railfuture is taking part
in discussions about suitable bids.

A hat-trick for Devon
Railfuture’s 2023 Awards for Rail
User Groups saw three groups take

Railwatch is for Railfuture members, the rail industry and anyone interested in railways

home half of this vear's awards. The
caveted Judges’ Spedial Award
went for the first time toa local
authority, Devon County Coundil,
forits leadership and record of
achievement in rail developmentat
both county and regional levels.
The Tarka Rail Association scored its
ovyn mini-hat-trick, winning gold
for best social media, a joint gold
for best campaigner toits ACE Rail
campaign lead Tim Steer, and a
bronze in the best campaign
category. After last vearsjudges’
special award went to
Okehampton-based OkeRail,
neighbouring Dartmoor Railway
Association took home a joint gold
for best website this year.

In the days following the RUG
Awards presentations, the local
press and other coverage achieved
far the trio of Devon winners was
gratifyingly extensive. The county
coundil’s press release was picked
up by local media in Exeteranda
comprehensive Crediton Courier
article was syndicated around four
other local newspapers. Fven a
town coundil in Torridge, well away
from the winners, celebrated their
success. The Mayor of Barnstaple
mentioned the awards in her
official announcements at the start
of a meeting of the full council. A
liberallyillustrated and extensive
article appeared in the online
Devon Live in August, and the news
was spread to every one of the
Tarka line’s 12 stations via the TRA%
station notice-boards. Details at

www railfuiure.o rg. uldRUG+Awards

Mid-Cornwall Metro

Railfuture Devon and Comwall
welcomes progress on the Mid-
Cormwall Metro project, which is
supparted by the government’s
levelling-up fund. Specialists have
been appointed to design
improved pedestrian and cycle
links between Penryn station (with
its unique hi-directional platform
and passing loop), the prestigious
university campus and the
picturesque town centre. Work to
improve rail links between
Newquay, St Austell, Truro and
Falmouth will see the installation of
longer platforms at the Falmouth
stations. There will also be
reinstatement of a second platferm
at Newquay and a new crossing
place on the Newquay branch,
bringing improved connectivity
from through services and some
increased service frequencdies.

Under new management

Alan Clark from near Crediton is
now acting as Railfuture branch
secretary and is convening a virtual
extraordinary general meeting on
Saturday 30 September. Details of
this meeting were sent out to
branch members.

More information in the branch
website:

www.railfuture.org.uk/
Devon+and+Cornwall+Branch
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RAIL USER GROUP AWARDS

By Rouer Blaks
and Stovart Palmer

Bailfuture’s oth fwards and
Cornrmendations for Rail Lser
Groups (and similarorganisations
such as local carmpaigns, station
arlopters and rail partnerships)
were presented by Railfuture
president Christian Wialmar after
thisyears naticral AGM in Lordon
cn Saturday 15 July,

Eight groups across five Railfuture
branches - Devon & Cornwall,
Lordon & South East, Seotland,
Sewernside and West Midands -
had subrnitted 13 norminaticns in
five of the st award categories,
with five of the eight groups
partic ipating in the awards forthe
first tirme,

Winnerof the 100th zward!
cornmendation sincetheir
Inauguration in 2012 was the
BedwynTrains Passsnger Group in
Severnside banch. The goup
previcuslhy wona Silverawand in
that first year, and a joint Gok with
the Dartrioor Raibeay As sor iation
fartheinaugural Adrian Shooter
award for Best Website, Badwyn
Trains alsowona Silveraward for
Best Carmpaign.

The Paul Abellaward for Best

P sletterwent with a Gald to the
Stourbridge Line Lssr Gmupinthe
Wizt Midlands, alsoa previous Gald
avard winner for Best Wishsite in
27,

The t3old award for Best 5o ial
Media went to Devan &Carralls
Tarka Rail Association for s
Farebookand Twitter feed:and
also its ACE Rail carnpaigrs leely
Farebookactivity, The association
also wion a Brornze award for Best
Campaign,

Zaing north of the bader, the Gald
avward for Best Carmpaign went to
the Bail Action Group, Eas of
Sectland, The Clam dilahi Gald
avrard for Best Campaigner was

giwen jointly to East Sussex’s Friends
of Bishopstone Station's chair,
Barbara Mine, and 1o the Tarka Rail
Asaociation's ACE Rail campaign
lead, Tirn Steer,

The Judges” Sperial fwand went for
the first tire 1o a local authority,
Devon County Council,
Corrrendations wens given 1o
Friends of Bishopstane Station for
theirwebsite and social redia, 1o
RailCarooliner for its website, and
to Tanbridge Lire Commmuters for
their new sketter,

The awards and cormmendations
were assesserd by this year's judging
panel of four Bailfutue vice-
presidents, under the ever-watchful
eyeof Christian Wolrmar, Boger Ford
cornmented: T he judging pansl
has alway s beenoneof rmy
fawourte swsnt s with good
cormpany ard the charees to get up
to speed on parts of the rmilway |
don't usally cover!

Winners of the ssven Gold awands,
and Councillor &ndrea Davis for
Devon County Council 25 winner of
the ludges Sperial fwand, all made
brief presentations about their
wiork after receming theirawand
certificates,

Especially gmtif{'irg this yearwas
the extent of subsequent redia
rowemges for sameof theawands
and theirwinners, rmost notably the
Friends of Bishopstone Station,
Devon County Council and the five
awards won by thethres
organisations frormnthat county,
They featured in five loeal

new spapers and Great Torrinoton
Tewen Council’s anlire newspaper,
Fullard illustrated details of all the
awards and comrrendations from
2023, and previous years since
inaugurEtion in 2012, are an
Failfutur=s mational website, in BLG
Awards under What’s an,

The 10 BLG fowand s will accept
nornirations up to Easter Saturday
nixt wear - 30 Manch 2024,

jourreys to Derby, but | suspect
anly a srrall minority would want
toga to Sheffield, landanand
bieyord,
James Stretton, Mottingham
jirnstrettons F@yahoo.com

Devon memories
Congratultions 1o Devon County
Councilfarits aleinopening
iarsh Barton station {Raiwatich
1771, The station should really have
cpened F0-plus years earlizrwhen
large nurnbers of Arrerican troops
wene stationed in the ama during
the Secard WarldWar, andan
industrial estateapensd after
thewar,

Asa Devanian, | had never heard of
a towen or village called Mewcourt
or Cranbrook, which gained new
stations in 2015, | strangly suppart
the reopening of the mil lineto

Bidefond, It was a scandal that it
ever closed. The lineta lifrac ombe
should be recpened too, althaugh
it rnight prome tricky as itwould
involve bridging the rivereo in
Barnstaple.
Itisamusing thatthebramch lire
szrving Torquay and Paignton is
referred 1o as the Riviera line, even
thaugh it mo langer ssrves
Brixharn, Churstan or Dartrmouth,
J Evered, Goylands Close,
Llandrindod Wells LD1 5RE
{but born in Exeter)
Editors note: Mewrourt isa
suburb of Exeterwhic h developed
afterthe Sevand Warld Warwhen it
wasan Armerican supply depot for
the Morrrandy Bndings. Itis onthe
Exeter-Exrmouth lire. Building
began in 2010 ingreenfield land to
cregte the new tawn of Cranbrook,
on the Bxeter-London Waterbo
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tirmsteord@ng dfutore.ong ok
@lanclarkae ifutone ong. o

Branch revival gathers pace
Sorme longoverdus housslesping
has beentaking plac in Bailfuturs
Dievion and Cormall sinee the
report in Odober’s Radwatch 177,
The loss ofanactive band
secretary sorme years ago has now
beenaddressdformally, withan
onlire bmndh gereml mesting at
the end of S2ptember confirming
Alan Clark from mid-Devon in post
to fulfil that vital role, Others who
had taken part inthe first branch
rermbers’ online mesting backin
early May werealso mtifisdas
cormmittes mermbers, Alan had
helped to ensurethat a new branch
newsletter had been published
before the geneml mesting, His
email is alancark@milfuture org uk

Colla boration with local groups
It was gratifying to ses
representatives froma nurber of
lomal ussrand carmpaian groups
participating in Septermber’s
regional brandh genersl mesting -
some, but not yetall, affiliated to
Railfuture,

They included (in alphabeticl
order) ACE Rail, Connec Bude,
Heathfield RBail Link Assodation,
OkeRail, Tarka Bail Association,
TavyRailand Torbay Rail Users
Group, with Salisbury-Exeter Rail
Users Group havingto send
apologies, Theyand othersars
tabulated on the Bailfuture Dewvon
and Cormuall webpage. Bach group
contributed a surnrmary of itsairms
and activities, a basis for shared
learning and future networking
Heathfield Rail Link Assodation,
CkeRail, Conneat Budes, and SERLIG
all had AGH: scheduled for
Oaober, Ot her activities for some
rermbers have included
participating eitherin-person or
onlire in GWHs annual cormmunity
rail and stakeholder conferenas,
this wear basedat Swindon's STEAM
Museumm,

The annual Railway Studiesand
MModellers Show to be held in
Mewton Abbot Library, Market
Street on Saturday 9 Decernber, will
providea welcorme opportunity for
lomal groups to mest each other
and spread thewordarmong a
wider audienceabout their
mampaigning activities,
Campaigns progress - 1
Tavistoc ke Plymouth

Afterwvery many years of hard work
by an in@lailable nurmber of
individuals and organisations, a
political party conferenoe speed in
Mandhester (mther thana proper
rninisterial staternent in
Parliarment)announced the highl
signifi@nt nest step forwhat had\’r
beena sucressful bid tothe
Diepartrment for Tmnsport's
Restaring Your Railway ideas fund,
In @ letter published by Tarridoe
and West Devon MP 3ir Geoffrey
Cox, rail minister Huw Merrirman

BARNSTAPLE BLOOMING: The Tarka Rad Associrtion, in ool aboration with Bamsiaple in Bloom, noiched up

anoither siioess in keeping Barnsiaple station i the public eye when it won "Ouistanding ™ i the "Tr’s Your
Ne ghbourhood Award” categoryafier grdges from the Royd Norticud iwral Society and South West in Bloom
had visited. Barnsiaple ln Bloom also won a gold award, while the Stwtion Mas ter s Café was a aold winner in
the businesscategary as well. Mike Day’s pictive shows, left to righi. Marcus Jones, Neiwork Bad western
route director, Alice and Robert of the Station Master s Café at Bamstaple station and Mark Hopwaod CBE,
mandag ing director of Greai Wesitern Radway. Mark and b is team were visiling the Tarka Bai Association or

the third time since last December

wrote: "l arm delighted to be ableto
confirm that the projedt ithe
reopening of the Tavistodito
Plyrniouth line)will befundzdto
delivery, subject to future updates
tothe project business @se,
Funding will be provided to
Metwork Rail to l=ad t e next stage
of warkand support dase
collzboration with Devon County
Counalto progress the schemeto
the required standard!”

Another hearening result for the
Failfuture RLIG Judaes Spedal
Awmard-winning county councill

Foryears the Peninsula Rail Group,
now re-branded as TavyRail, had
be=n @mpaigning for Tavistods,
with a populstion of ower 10,000, ta
be reconnected to the mil network
at Bzre Alston, only five miles sy
onthe Tarmar Walley line, from
Plyrnouth, Most reeently TavyRail
held local crmpaign mobilising

events, first at Tavistorck EcoFest in
July and thenat Tavistodk Carnnal
in Septermber,

Campaigns prog ress - 2
Tarka lin: boom

RBUG Award-winning Tarka Rail
Azsocation comtinues to advance
its ativities on ssveral fronts. It
rade a submizsion to the Office of
Bailand Road onits draft
determiration of Metwork Rail's
strategic busingss plan forthe nest
contral period, 2024-29, The
assodation "wizhto seeactive
recognition of the dynamic growth
inridership being witnesssd onthe
Tarka line, We observe that
journeys recorded by Great
Western Railway onthe Tarka line
continueto breakall records since
the aurrent ssrvice began in 2007,
In thefirst seven four-wesk penods
of mlendar 202 3, ridership was
115% ahead of the comparable

T W IES T '

Tawvislock

TAVISTOUK-PLYAMOUTH TQ BE RESTORED: The good news came through
afier the Tavistock Carnival in September, when the Tavistock sian.
featired in sign-maker Colin Birges’le tier in Rad waitch 177, was
displayed and beld up by TavyRad chaiman Richard Searighit

Picivre: Nicola Haioh

Raidwatch iz for Railfuture members, the rail industry and anyone interested in milways

Pictire: Mike Day

period in 2019, In 2022425 annal
ridership exomeeded 200,000 for the
first tirrez ever The Tarka line may
be perszived as the opermtors
lonoest brand line, but far the
comrnunities which it senes it is
Maorthern Devon's rrain line” Then
less than two months later the first
ninefour-wesk-periods sz the
half-rnillion passenger journeys
threshold passedearlier thaninany
other pevious equivalent period.

Theassocation's ACE Bail
campaign project lead, Tim Steer
wias invited by the mayor of
Barnstaple to jointheannual Fair
Proclaration in the Guildhall to
reply to " The Toast to the Prospenity
of Barnstaple” proposed bythe
district counal’s head of phes,
property and regeneration. Later
headdressed a mesting of Torndge
District Coundlas the coundil
considered its draft strategic plan
for 2023-28, which was then
laundhed fora public consultation,
Railfuture Devon and Cormwal|
respondedtothe monsultation, and
Tarks Rail Assodationand Bideford
Railway Heritage Centre were
armong those following suitwith a
similarapproach.

Al requested that "Suppart further
wiark on developing the business
mase for restaring a Bideford-
Barnstaple mil link, toallowthe
strategic econamicand
environmental mseand the
implications of reopening to be
rnore fully evaluated” be included
inthe coundl’s committed actions
over the nesct five years,

Moreinformnation on thebrandh
wishsite:

wrurws_railfut une org.uk
Deved-andt-Cormualb-Branch
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