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Rail User Group Awards 2022

Roger Blake

Railfuture Director and Awards Organiser
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RUG Awards Judging Panel

Comprising seven Railfuture Vice Presidents

Thanks to one of the judges, judging for
the 2022 awards took place on
Wednesday 29 June at the Reform Club
in London.

The judges were Ian Brown CBE,
Roger Ford, Chris Green,
Chris Irwin, Adrian Shooter CBE,
Stewart Palmer, Alan Williams.

Photo shows Roger Blake and four of
the judges, before everyone had arrived.
Photo by Ian Brown CBE.
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For these 8th awards the judges were
again encouraged to visit nominees,
as has been the practice since
the 6th awards in 2017.



RUG Awards 2022 presentation

36 nominations, from 15 groups and for 
7 individual campaigners, across 11 of 
Railfutureôs 14 branches in Britain, and in 
all three nations.

Â Seven awards
Â 17 Award winners
Â 10 Commendations

Presentation by Stewart Palmer

Railfuture Vice President
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Two sets of nominations into one set of awards 

because of the pandemic.



RUG Awards 2022: 1 ïBest Newsletter

Annual General Meeting 2022 Bristol

The inaugural Paul Abell Awardï

in memory of a former Vice-President and 

RUG Awards judge.

ÂGold Award x 2

ÂSilver Award

ÂCommendations x 2



Best Newsletter: joint Gold Award

South East 
Northumberland 
Rail User Group

(SENRUG)

Fen Line Users 
Association 
(FLUA)

Judges' comments: 

ñthe benchmark to 
beatò
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https://www.flua.org.uk/https://www.senrug.co.uk/blog/index.php/newsletters/

https://www.flua.org.uk/
https://www.senrug.co.uk/blog/index.php/newsletters/


Best Newsletter: Silver Award

Felixstowe 
Travel Watch

Judges' comments: 

ña welcome 
interest in travel 
and transport 
generally, not 
exclusively railò
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http://ftw.onesuffolk.net/about-us/newsletters/

http://ftw.onesuffolk.net/about-us/newsletters/


Best Newsletter: joint Commendations

Huddersfield Penistone Sheffield 

Rail Users Association

and Tarka Rail Association

Judges' comments: 

ñin this day and age newsletters / magazines really 

need to be online tooò
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http://www.tarkarail.org/



RUG Awards 2022: 2 ïBest New Group

The Oliver Lovell Award

in memory of the founder of the Cotswold Line Promotion Group

ÂGold Award

ÂCommendation
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Best New Group: Gold Award

ACE Rail campaign (Atlantic Coast-Exeter Railway) 
now part of Tarka Rail Association http://www.tarkarail.org/
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Judges' comments: 

ñin making 

these awards 

we are setting 

the standard 

for the future.ò

http://www.tarkarail.org/


Best New Group: Commendation

Lewes Rail Users Group  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/LewesRailUsers/
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/LewesRailUsers/


RUG Awards 2022: 3 ïBest Social Media

ÂNo winners but

ÂTwo commendations
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Judges' comments: 

ñconcerns 
about limited 
followings and 
contributors to 
some 
nominees' 
Facebook 
sitesò



Best Social Media ïjoint Commendations

Witney Oxford Transport Group and

Friends of Reddish South Station
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Judges' comments: 

ñboth have made 
effective use of 
social media in 
pursuing their 
campaigns 
successfully, with 
healthy numbers 
following and 
engaged.ò https://www.facebook.com/witneyoxfordtransport/

@witneyoxfordtransport ·Community organisation

https://www.friendsofreddishsouthstation.co.uk/

@DavdotFo

https://www.facebook.com/witneyoxfordtransport/
https://www.friendsofreddishsouthstation.co.uk/


RUG Awards 2022: 4 ïBest Website

ÂGold Award

ÂSilver Award x 2

ÂBronze Award x 2

ÂCommendation
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Best Website: Gold Award

Friends of the West Highland Lines

westhighlandline.org.uk
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Judgeôs comment: ñThe Friends 
have an amazing and very 
photogenic line to promote, a task 
which they have fulfilled to a very 
impressive extent.ò

https://westhighlandline.org.uk/


Best Website: joint Silver Awards

Skipton and East Lancashire 

Rail Action Partnership

www.senrug.co.uk
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Judgeôs comments: ñSENRUG in particular 
has a very comprehensive and compelling 
website and have shown that by being well-
informed and relentless you can often 
achieve your main objective.ò

www.selrap.org.uk

South East Northumberland 

Rail User Group

http://www.senrug.co.uk/
http://www.selrap.org.uk/


Best Website: joint Bronze Awards

Melksham Transport User Group

www.friendsofreddish

southstation.co.uk
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www.mrug.org.uk

Friends of Reddish South Station

http://www.friendsofreddishsouthstation.co.uk/
http://www.mrug.org.uk/


Best Website: Commendation

Magor & Undy Walkway Station

Annual General Meeting 2022 Bristol

www.magorstation.co.uk

http://www.magorstation.co.uk/


RUG Awards 2022: 5 ïBest Campaign

ÂGold Award

ÂSilver Award x 2

ÂBronze Award

ÂCommendation x 2
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Best Campaign ïGold Award

Cooksbridge Station Partnership
(formerly Cooksbridge Area Rail Action Group) 

Judgeôs comment: ñkey to their success has been their collaborative approach.ò
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Best Campaign ïjoint Silver Awards
Fen Line Users Association

Judgesô comment: ñthe final test of SENRUGôs 
pivotal campaign is that we shall all be able to 
travel on the re-opened Newcastle to Ashington
line within the next couple of yearsò
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South East Northumberland

Rail User Group

Judgesô comment: ñThe full-size FLUA 
poster at all their stations is affirmation of 
the durability of their campaign and 
quality of relationship with their operatorò



Best Campaign ïBronze Award

Friends of Reddish South Station

Judgeôs comment: ña Restoring Your Railway servicecampaign!ò
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Best Campaign ïjoint Commendations
Magor & Undy 

Walkway Station

Judgesô comment: ñWOTG has demonstrated the 
importance of pursuing all-party supportò
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Witney Oxford 

Transport Group

Judgesô comment: ñMagor & Undy have 
demonstrated flexibility and pragmatismò



RUG Awards 2022: 6 ïBest Campaigner

The Clara Zilahi Award

in memory of a stalwart Railfuture campaigner

Â Gold Award
Â Silver Award x 2
Â Commendation x 2
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Best Campaigner ïGold Award

Nick Farthing

Chair of the Three Rivers Rail Partnership

For his leading role in the long-running campaign for the Waterside Line
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threeriversrail.com

http://www.mrug.org.uk/


Best Campaigner ïjoint Silver Awards 

Andy Shackleton
Communications Officer 
and Newsletter Editor 
for Skipton & East Lancs
Rail Action Partnership

Judgeôs comments: 

ñAndy has shown persistence and focusò
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Dennis Fancett
Chair of South East 
Northumberland 
Rail User Group

Judgeôs comments: 

ñDennis has demonstrated the benefits of 
adopting a professional approachò



Best Campaigner ïjoint Commendations

Graham Ellis

Melksham Transport User 
Group 

Judgeôs comments: 

ñGraham in particular has displayed 
innovation and a broad approach to 
transport not just rail.ò
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Stephen Waring
Halifax & District 
Rail Action Group



RUG Awards 2022: 7 ïJudgesô Special Award

ÂOne Award
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Judgesô Special Award: OkeRail
The forum of representatives from a variety of stakeholders 

which has campaigned successfully for the re-introduction of 

the passenger service between Okehampton and Exeter ï

the Dartmoor Line.

Judgeôs comment: ñI have 
no doubt that the addition 
of OkeRail to the roll of 
honour would be 
appropriate. At a local 
level, OkeRail's inspired 
and targeted lobby work 
built the institutional 
support necessary to 
trigger the project in the 
first place. The need for 
that sort of work should be 
the key lesson for other 
RUGs aspiring to develop 
the network.òrs
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okerail.org.uk/

https://okerail.org.uk/


RUG Awards 2022

ÂCongratulations to all Award winners & Commendations

ÂSlides for all years are available at 

www.railfuture.org.uk/RUG+Awards

ÂKeep in touch with all our rail user groups at 

www.railfuture.org.uk/Rail+User+Express

ÂWhy not nominate your own RUG next time?
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http://www.railfuture.org.uk/RUG+Awards
http://www.railfuture.org.uk/Rail+User+Express


GUEST SPEAKERS: JUDGESô SPECIAL 

AND GOLD AWARDS WINNERS
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Ç Fraser McDonald, Friends of the West Highland Lines

Ç Michael Ireland, Chair, and Kevin Ball, OkeRail

Ç Nick Farthing, Chair, Three Rivers Rail Partnership

Ç Mark Collins, Fen Line Users Association

Ç Tim Steer, Tarka Rail Associationôs ACE Rail campaign

Ç Robert Baughan, Cooksbridge Station Partnership



Best Website: Gold Award

Friends of the West Highland Lines

westhighlandline.org.uk
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Judgeôs comment: ñThe Friends 
have an amazing and very 
photogenic line to promote, a task 
which they have fulfilled to a very 
impressive extent.ò

https://westhighlandline.org.uk/


Judgesô Special Award: OkeRail
The forum of representatives from a variety of stakeholders 

which has campaigned successfully for the re-introduction of 

the passenger service between Okehampton and Exeter ï

the Dartmoor Line.

Judgeôs comment: ñI have 
no doubt that the addition 
of OkeRail to the roll of 
honour would be 
appropriate. At a local 
level, OkeRail's inspired 
and targeted lobby work 
built the institutional 
support necessary to 
trigger the project in the 
first place. The need for 
that sort of work should be 
the key lesson for other 
RUGs aspiring to develop 
the network.òrs
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okerail.org.uk/

https://okerail.org.uk/


Best Campaigner ïGold Award

Nick Farthing

Chair of the Three Rivers Rail Partnership

For his leading role in the long-running campaign for the Waterside Line
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threeriversrail.com

http://www.mrug.org.uk/


Nick Farthing

Chair

Three Rivers Community Rail Partnership
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Å Railway originally planned by LSWR in 1902 

Å Totton Hythe & Fawley Railway Company formed 1921 

Å Project transferred to LSWR in 1922

Å Route pegged out March 1923

Å Robert McAlpine won contract to build 4th October 1923 - £117,276

Å Rail Inspector approval 8th July 1925

Å Modern Refinery built 1951

Å Lack of capacity meant loss of passenger service 14th February 1966

Line History
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Å Pipelines took over from rail 

Å Gas and other products withdrawn

Å Railfreight to/from Refinery withdrawn December 2016
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Rail traffic to/from Marchwood Military Port

Still Open for Business
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Å Reversing Beeching Application successful in first phase

Å Fawley Special 28th July 2020

Restoring Your Railway
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Å Line Speeds and signal upgrades

The Project
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Marchwood Station upgrade
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Å Railway still insitu and in use to Marchwood

Å Developments on Waterside will support the reopening

Å Solent Freeport Status

Å Network Rail Solent Capacity Study supportive

Å Restoring Your Railway programme supportive

Å Fawley Special ïhigh level support

Å DfT Special May 21

Å Project Costs circa £45m

Å Outsourcing the project

Å Cost effective construction methods

Å Rolling stock opportunities

Å Funding streams ïother options

Å Partnership approach

Å DONôT GIVE UP!!!!

Overview
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Thank You and Questionsé
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Contact Details
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Best Newsletter: joint Gold Award

South East 
Northumberland 
Rail User Group

(SENRUG)

Fen Line Users 
Association 
(FLUA)

Judges' comments: 

ñthe benchmark to 
beatò
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https://www.flua.org.uk/https://www.senrug.co.uk/blog/index.php/newsletters/

https://www.flua.org.uk/
https://www.senrug.co.uk/blog/index.php/newsletters/


FEN LINE USERS

ASSOCIATION 

www.flua.org.uk 
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Mark Collins

The Fen Line has seven stations, 
plus Cambridge.

FLUA, which was formed in the 

mid-1980s, has notice boards at all 
of the stations

It produces newsletters which are 
posted to members if they pay the 
full rate, email for a discounted rate

https://www.midlandsconnect.uk/
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