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PRESS RELEASE

9 December 2009

DARLING’S ELECTRIFICATION ANNOUNCEMENT IS
WELCOME NEWS FOR RAIL USERS

The campaign group Railfuture has welcomed news of further electrification in Alistair
Darling's pre-budget report. The group's chairman Mike Crowhurst said "it's great that there
is a commitment to further electrify the network, which will bring improved services to
passengers and environmental benefits too. However, there'll be disappointment in the East
Midlands that there is no commitment to electrifying the Midland mainline. There is a strong
case for electrifying the Barking line too, and we will continue to push for a rolling
programme of electrification"

Notes for editors:

Railfuture is the campaigning name of the Railway Development Society
Ltd (a not for profit) Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in
England and Wales No. 5011634. Reg. Office: 24 Chedworth Place,
Tattingstone, Suffolk IP9 2ND

Railfuture is Britain’s only completely independent voice on railway development. We are
not affiliated to or sponsored by any political party, trade union, or private industry. We are
funded almost entirely by our members.

Rail is a vital part of an integrated efficient transport system serving a modern, vibrant,
environmentally sustainable economy. We are pro-rail but not anti-road. Railfuture maintains
that investment in rail travel and rail freight is vital to the future of the UK economy and
environment.
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